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Abstract. English is a global language which is being taught all over the world. In Britain Received
Pronunciation is adopted as a model for foreign language teaching, although very few people speak it. When
teaching English as a foreign language, it is impossible to teach students different variants or dialects. There is
only one pronunciation model that students can learn, that is Received Pronunciation (RP). The article deals with
some vowel changes that happened recently in Received Pronunciation (RP), namely fronting of /u:/and / v/
vowels, the shift of vowels /a&/into/a/, /e /into /el, | arl into /a1l/, the tendency of diphthongs to be
pronounced as long vowels and HAPPY-tensing. These tendencies have become well-established and are
widely used by young and middle aged generations. So, most dictionaries have already accepted these changes
and new symbols are being used.The aim of this research is to explore aspects of these changes. Here we
talked about some new tendencies in the vowel inventory of Recieved Pronunciation. These tendencies were
changes in the quantity and quality of cardinal vowels. We have also withessed tectonic changes in the simbolic
system of the English vowels. There is also emprical basis of the research which analyses the speech of different
speakers taken from BBC. Interstingly, these new changes are not being taken into account in EFL classes very
well, despite the fact that RP is the best accent to teach to foreign students. The traditional symbols which are
widely used today are a phonetic reflection of an older version of the prestigious British pronunciation. It can be
assumed that there is no need to change the simple and traditional variant that reflects the phonetic reality.
However, the time has come for a fundamental change in the symbolic system of English vowels.The change of /
& /to/a/in the word TRAP has already been accepted by a number of authors. The change from /e /to/ ¢ /in
the word DRESS was made by C. Upton [10] and supported by J.Wells [12]. Harrington J. also suggests the
symbol / € / in the word FACE [7]. In this article we conclude that English like other languages adapts to
changing conditions and is constantly developing. The results of theoretical research help to determine its
development tendency.
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Introduction. Our language adapts to of these words has changed and become / trap /,
changing circumstances. It changes constantly Iprais /, Iskwe: / [10, p. 23]. The dictionary dates
and slowly. While observing we understand its back to the year of 2000 and it does not reflect an
flow and development. Periodic observations can updated version of the standard pronunciation.
even tell us about any changes that will take place Meanwhile, English is taught and spoken in
in the upcoming centuries. This study includes every part of the world as both a second language
certain pronunciation changes in the modern and a foreign language. Therefore, this language
English language Vowel System over the past 50 has a global status. Although only 3% of people
years. speak Received Pronunciation, this accent is

An adjusted version of the modern and widely used in foreign language teaching. As
standard pronunciation that people hear in real life language is constantly evolving and changing,
is Received Pronunciation. Some linguistics think Received Pronunciation should also benefit from
that there is no point to learn an accent that dates these innovations and be taken into account in the
back to the 18th century and is almost never used teaching of a foreign language.
today. Therefore, some books, textbooks and If we look into the vowel system of
dictionaries still use the traditional norm and do Received Pronunciation, we will withess a great
not pay attention to the phonetic changes. J. change in the realization of vowel phonemes
Przedlacka claims that textbooks are practically since D. Jones [8]. The main changes are
obsolete [9, p. 35]. However, language learning guantitative and qualitative changes of the
begins with correct pronunciation. In order to cardinal vowels. We will also come across new
prove one should consider the sixth edition of the symbols accepted and used by different linguists.
Oxford Advanced Learner's dictionary (2001). In Recent researches and publications. The
this dictionary the transcription of the words like study of alternations was one of the most important
trap, price, or square ‘square’ is based on the conviction of Baudouin de Courtenay and he
traditional forms /treep /, /prais [/, /skwea /. suggested that linguists should work with living
However, C. Upton shows that the pronunciation languages. In Modern English U.Altendorf, L. Bauer,
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A. Fabricius, C. Upton , J. Wells, J. Wikstrom, and
other linguists have extensively studied new
tendencies in the vowel system of RP [1], [2], [5], [10],
[11], [13]. Research of new tendencies is of great
importance both from a purely scientific and
educational point of view.

The purpose. Correct pronunciation is one
of the most important issues while learning a new
language. Received Pronunciation was created to
maintain the standardization and it became a
symbol of education. This accent is spoken in a
small part of Britain, but it is considered to be the
best accent of British English. So our main aim is
to explore phonetic tendencies in RP. It is a very
difficult process to talk about new tendencies. It is
not right to speculate about the end by seeing the
beginning of change or to say that the process will
continue. The main reason for these changes is
the fact that language is constantly developing
and new tendencies are emerging. It is upon
linguists to identify and investigate these changes.
In this article we try to identify vowel changes that
happened in Received Pronunciation. In order to
meet our objectives an experiment was carried
out as well.

Data and methods. In order to carry out an
experiment effectively the material should be
chosen carefully. For this purpose, we have
selected 70 words from the speeches of the BBC
newsreaders, the members of Royal family and
British officials. 44 words were involved in the
experiment. All the words we have chosen are
two-, three- and four-vowel words. The
experiment was carried out on the basis of the
computer program "Praat”. The results of the
experiment have been compared with the
theoretical outcomes and illustrated in the article.

Results. If we look into the vowel system of
C. Upton's Received Pronunciation, we will
witness a great change in the realization of vowel
phonemes. The main changes are quantitative
and qualitative change of the cardinal vowels.
There are also new vowels in its system. In order
to show their correct symbols C. Upton used new
symbols [10, p. 24].

/& />]al.In our experiment in the words
planet, have, baton, platform, strategy,
ambassador the vowel / & / is pronounced more
openly / a /. Although this pronunciation is specific
to the northern dialect, it is articulated like that in
RP, as well as in the southern dialects. The use of
more open vowel differs RP from American
English, where / @& / is found and is pronounced
longer, more closed and sometimes as a
diphthong. Our experiment proves that the
pronunciation of the vowels in the above given
words is the same as the comments of A.
Cruttenden, C. Upton taking / a / as a symbol [4],
[10]. In our opinion, the transition of /e /to/a/is
the most noticeable vowel change in recent years

and should be taken into account while teaching
of English as a Foreign Language.
For example: /plan1t/ a)oscillogram b)

spectrogram

a.lp I a n I
t /

b./p | a n I
t /

e -k

As we know, monophthongisation is the
process which a diphthong becomes a
monophthong. in the words belonging to CURE
lexical set we witness the long pronunciation of
the diphthong / va / as / 2: /. This tendency is
given in the Oxford Dictionary (2001) along with
the traditional pronunciation form. The results of
our experiment of the words cure, sure, ensure,
poor coincide with the theory of phonetics such as
A. Cruttenden, B.Hannisdal, C. Upton, J. Wells
that the diphthong / va / is widely replaced by the
long /o:/ [4], [6], [10], [12].

For example : ensure /1 n
oscillogram b) spectrogram

a)/in'[o:/

" [ o/ a)

mw«w{t iy

Witk I

The other general trendency of RP is to
lower the articulation of short front vowels. The
change from / e / to / ¢ / in the words comment
and strengthen has been extensively studied by
C. Upton, and B. Hannisdal supports his opinion
[6, p. 56]. Our experimental phonetic analysis
confirms this tendency.

['stren®a n/ a) oscillogram b)

spectrogram
a)l's tor € n 0
@ n/
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The comparative study of formants of
diphthongs are somehow excluded. However, A.
Cruttenden tried to measure the formant value of
diphthongs [4, p. 105]. In the word GOAT the
diphthong / au / is pronounced in the back and
/ed| in the front. B. Collins and I. Mees show only
the variant / au /, but they note that the youth
tend to pronounce it in the front [3, p. 107]. Our
experimental phonetic analysis shows that the
younger speakers of RP tend to pronounce the
diphthong in the words promote, flow, local,
global, growth, goal in the front position.

For example : /g r @ v 8/ a) oscillogram b)
spectrogram

al g r ) 0 0
/

by/g r <) 0 0

Another most striking tendency

pronounced with /iI/, while nowadays it is
pronounced with /i/. A.Cruttenden, J. Wellls note
that this is a well-developed change in RP [4],
[11]. During the experimental analysis of the
words reality, very happy, city, we have observed
the Happy-tensing tendency clearly.

For example: /s 1 t i/ a) oscillogram b)
spectrogram

a)l s I t i/

is the
tensing of the unstressed final /i/. This is also
known as HAPPY-tensing. Before in the words
like happy and coffee the final vowel used to be

The innovative realization of the diphthong
in the words like mind, price, nice, horizon has
shifted its open centralized front position/al/ to
half-open centralized back pronunciation /A1/. A.
Cruttenden accepted the new realization of the
diphthong [4, p. 194] and C. Upton indicated a
new symbol which best describes the real sound
today [10, p. 19]. The Oxford English Dictionary
shows the pronunciation of these words with / a1 /.

For example: /'m A 1nd/a) oscillogram b)
spectrogram

a/'m A I n d
/

'||||| 1, IJII i “| -|.||-|||' ||_I.._

il by LG

b)/'m A I n d

/
swdiia 24 L aa 4™
T AR . - 3 3
. L i Iy e
Sy A =

As we mentioned above
monophthongisation is a new tendency and to
pronounce centering diphthongs as
monophthongs has been widespread. Many

linguists have already accepted that the words
belonging to SQUARE lexical set the vosel is a
monophthong /e:/. We have experimented the
words compare, fairly, bare and our analysis
coincided with the fact that pronunciation with the
/leal is old fashioned and actually, they are
pronounced with /e:/.

For example: / 'f € | i/ a) oscillogram
b) spectrogram

a)/'f € I i
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RN N g 2y |
=

By b ’

Aetaits
f | re Ty

The vowel/ u: /in the words like goose,
mood, fruit tended to be pronounced as a long
back vowel in the twentieth century. At present the
quality of the wvowel /u:/ ha shifted. This
phenomenon is known as GOOSE-fronting which
is common among the younger RP speakers.
Collins and Mees A., Cruttenden, J.Wells, remark
this phenomenon very striking [3], [4], [11].
Harrington even observed it in the speech of the
Queen Elizabeth 1l [7, p. 126]. We have also
included some words to identify /u:/-fronting in the
RP speakers. The results were very interesting
after the sounds /j, [, {f/.

For example: [k @ m ja n 1tz a)
oscillogram b) spectrogram

a)/ k amjw n It 1
z/

-

Refernces

1. Altendorf, U., & Watt, D. (2008) The
Dialects in the South of England: Phonology. In
B.Kortman, &C. Upton (Eds.), Varieties of English
: The British Isles Mouton de Gruyter, 194-222

2. Bauer, L. (1994). Watching English
change: An Introduction to the study of linguistic
change in standard Englishes in the 20" century.
London: Longman 216

3. Collins, B., Mees I. M. (2013) Practical
Phonetics and Phonology. A resource book for
students, 3" edition. London: Routledge, 354.

4. Cruttenden, A., Gimson, A. C (2008)
Gimson’s Pronunciation of English. 6" edition.
London: Hodder Education, 408.

5. Fabricius, A. (2002) Ongoing Change in
modern RP: Evidence for the disappearing stigma
of t-glottaling. English World-Wide 23, (1), 115-
136

6. Hannisdal, B. R. (2006) Variability and
Change in Received Pronunciation-A study of six
phonological variables in the speech of television

b)/ k 9 mj n 1t 1
-z
iﬂ { - "‘TW‘ 7+
¥ m :
Ry » - :
e WL Caano

Discussion. Generally, it is a very difficult
process to talk about new tendencies. The main
reason for these changes is the fact that language
is developing and new tendencies are inevitable.
The traditional symbols widely used today are a
phonetic reflection of an older version of the
British English pronunciation. It can be assumed
that there is no need to change the simple and
traditional variant that reflects the phonetic reality .
However, the time has come for a fundamental
change in the symbolic system of English vowels.
Therefore this work aimed to study the patterning
of new tendencies in vowel system of the English
Language. Thanks to the experimental analysis
we could confirm some sound changes that have
happened recently.

Conclusions and prospects. Overall, this
article has tried to deal with an updated
description of Recieved Pronunciation considering
some vowel trends. By the help of experiments we
could answer some research questions and
confirm them. This research will allow the
teachers and students of EFL classes to pay
attention to the latest innovations and take them
into account while teaching or learning the English
language, as the social importance of good
pronunciation has always been present in Britain
for centuries.
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OESAKI 3MIHU TOJTIOCHUX Y OTPUMAHIA BUMOBI
M. ®. xxadapoBa

AHomauisi. AHenilicbka mMosa - enobanbHa Moea, Ky euknadaromb y ecbomy ceimi. Y Bpumamnii
ompumaHa 8umosga npuliHama sk modesb uknadaHHSI IHO3eMHUX MO8, xo4ya Oyxe Maso fiodel po3Moerise
Het. Buknalatoyu aHenilcbKy MO8y fK IHO3EeMHY, HEeMOX/IU80 Hasyumu y4Hi8 pIi3HUX eapiaHmie 4u
Oianekmis. IcHye nuwe odHa modernb suMosuU, sIKy cmydeHmu MOXymb eugdyumu, uye OmpumaHa eumosa
(RP). Cmamms npucesiyeHa 0esikuM 3MiHaMm 20710CHUX, SKi Heujo0asHo 8idbyrucs 8 odepxaHitli sumosi (RP),
a came ¢ppoHm / u: / ma / v / 20[1I0CHUX, 3MiU4eHHS1 2onocHux /e /y/a/, /e /into /el arl into / a1l
meHOeHUyisi dugbmoHaie sumoensmuck sik 0ogai eonocHi ma LLUACITIMBE HanpyxeHHs. Lli meHOeHuii cmanu
dobpe ycmarneHUMU ma WUPOKO 8UKOPUCIMOBYHMbCS MOKOIHHAMU M0O/100020 ma cepedHboeo 8iKy. Omxe,
binbwicme C/I08HUKI8 6Xe MPUUHANU Ui 3MIHU, | 8UKOPUCMO8YIOMbLCS HO8i cumeosiu. Memow uboeo
00CidXKEHHS € BUBYEHHS acriekmie Uux 3MiH. Tym mMu 2oeopursiu rpo 0esiki Hogi meHOeHUii 8 iHeeHmapusauii
20/10CHUX 8UMOBJIEHOI 8UMO8BU. Lli meHOeHUii nonsieanu y 3MiHi KinbKocmi ma sIkocmi OCHOBHUX 20/10CHUX.
Mu makox criocmepizanu meKmoHi4YHi 3MiHU 8 CUMBOIYHIt cucmemi aHeniliCbKUX 20/10CHUX. ICHye makox
emripudyHa ocHosa OOCIIOXKEHHS, SIKe aHasli3ye MO8/IeHHS pisHUx opamopis, e3sime 3 BBC. Llikago, wo ui
Ho8i 3MiHU He epaxosyrombcsi Oyxe 0obpe Ha ypokax EFL, Hessaxarouyu Ha me, wo RP e Halkpawum
aKkuyeHmowm 01 Hag4yaHHS iHO3eMHUX cmydeHmis. TpaduuiliHi cuM8onu, siKi WUPOKO 8UKOPUCMOBYHMbCS
CbO200HI, € ¢hoHemu4HUM 8idobpaxeHHsaM cmapoi 8epcii npecmuxHoi 6pumaHcekoi eumosu. MoxHa
npunycmumu, wo Hemae nompebu 3miHrogamu npocmull i mpaduyiliHuld eapiaHm, wo eidobpaxae
¢oHemuyHy pearnbHicmb. OOHak Hacmae 4ac KapOUHaslbHOI 3MIHU CUMBOJIIYHOI cucmeMu aHasilicbKux
20/10CHUX. 3MmiHa / & / Ha / a /'y cnosi TRAP exe npuliHama 6azambma asmopamu. 3miHa /e / Ha/ €/ y
cnosi DRESS 6yrno 3pobrnieHo K. AnmoHom [10] ma nidmpumaro [Ix. Yenncom [12]. [Ix. [appiHamoH makox
nporioHye cumeosn / € /'y cnosi FACE [7]. Y uili cmammi mu Qitiunu 8UCHOBKY, WO aHerilicbKa, K i iHwWi
mosu, adanmyembcsi 00 MIHIUBUX yMO8 | rocmiliHo po3susaembcsi. Pe3ynbmamu meopemuyvHUX
docnidxeHb donomMazarome 8U3Ha4YUMU MeHOeHU o (1020 PO3BUMKY.

Knro4voei cnoega: ompumaHa 8umoea, 3MiHa 20/10CHUX, OugbmoHau, MOHOMOHau, nekcuyHuUl Habip,
cumeornu.
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