THEORY AND HISTORY OF STATE AND LAW

UDC 340.15:349.6

THE LEGAL REGULATION OF THE FORESTRY IN UKRAINIAN STATE OF PAVLO SKOROPADSKY

B.V. KINDYUK, Doctor of Law, Full Professor of the Constitutional, Administrative and International Law department,
the Mariupol State University

The article examines the main directions of lawmaking by Hetman Pavlo Skoropadsky administration in forestry, the peculiarities of the reform of the forest fund state management. The role of researches in the organization of effective forest protection was shown. The effects of lawmaking by Hetman administration in forestry were given an assessment compared to subsequent historical periods of development of the Ukrainian forest legislation.
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Finding the ways to overcome the critical state of Ukrainian forests necessitates the use of historical experience. The period of struggle for liberation 1917 – 1921's has a specific interest and practical significance for the modern reform of forest management. One of the models of forest management, that was proposed by P. Skoropadsky, included the revival in Ukraine of Russian-imperial forestry legislation, adapted to Ukrainian conditions, is poor-studied today. 
Traditionally researchers of the period of Hetman state in Ukraine 1918 focuses on the works of V. Vynnychenko, T. Hunchak, D. Doroshenko, V. Lipinsky, I. Mazepa, R. Mlynovetsky, I. Nahayevsky, N. Polonska-Vasilenko et al. Despite the relatively large-scale solving the number of issues, related to forestry, in Soviet legal literature Hetman’s government activity in this area has found only a negative reflection.
The objective is to identify the characteristics and achievements in the legal regulation of forestry in Ukrainian State of Pavlo Skoropadsky.
Hetmanate’s legislative policy in the forestry sector was deeply influenced by features of the personality of Pavlo Skoropadsky. The first step in the Hetman’s activity was the liquidation of management bodies, the abolition of legal acts of Ukrainian People's Republic and the return of forests to their former owners.
Law-making activities of the Hetman's administration in forestry evolved four directions. The first – reorganization of the forest management system. Second –resumption of the forest guards and regulation of its work. Third – the organization of research activities. Fourth – restoration of cultural heritage monuments, parks and gardens.
The pre-revolutionary system of forest protection, regulated by “Forest Charter” 1905, was being recovered. An important step was resumption of the Forest Protection Committees operating under czarism. For the purpose of effective management of forest guards, the government acted in three directions: admission to allowance, allocation of land, assistance in finding of living quarters.
Summarizing the study, it should be noted that the activities of Skoropadsky’s government was based on the renewal of the forest legislation of the Russian Empire and Forest Protection Committees. Significant progress has been made in the forest guard, who managed to stop illegal logging in the Ukrainian forests. These results were achieved by stimulating it’s activity: the allocation of land, adequate pay to workers and housing of them. The development of forest law came in four areas: creating Forest Protection Committees, regulation of forest guard activity, support for research activities and recovery of parks-monuments. 

