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The relevance of research. Functioning agricultural market prospects and ensuring sustainable food security and increase incomes of agricultural producers depends on infrastructure conditions. Lack of effective, accessible channels for producers of agricultural products is the limiting factor in terms of redistribution of values ​​in the pricing mechanism. It is necessary harmonization of interests of agricultural producers through the mechanism of cooperation.
Today, virtually the only prospect for improving the profitability of small forms of economic activity in rural areas is the development of agricultural service cooperation. It should be noted that this category of households account for around 60% of the gross domestic production of agricultural products, especially potatoes, fruits and berries, vegetables, milk, meat, eggs, without getting over the past 17 ​​years, virtually no state support and without real access to food market.
Analysis of key publications. Positive impact on Ukraine's economy from the creation of agricultural cooperatives considered in M.P. Gryshchenko, M.I. Malik, I.V.Konovalova etc. Despite this a number of aspects of this important problem in the new economy are still poorly understood.
Methodical and theoretical basis of the study is the modern theory of the market economy. Purpose of the article is the scientific study and development of practical recommendations for effective development and operation of agricultural cooperatives in the agricultural sector of Ukraine.
The main material. Development of agricultural service cooperatives is one of the main priorities of the Ministry of Agriculture, an important component of sustainable development of rural areas of Ukraine. In rural areas, home to a third of our compatriots has more than 4.5 million. Individual farms using 6.6 million. Hectares of land and produce about 60% of gross agricultural production. Employment in these farms for the majority of its members serves as the only source of family income.
Actually in order to provide effective public support subsidiary and farmers, the Government in 2009 adopted the State Target Economic Program to support the development of agricultural service cooperatives to 2015 (Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine № 557 from 03.06.2009.).
Measures the specified program is expected to create 2015 10.5 thousand agricultural service cooperatives - in almost every rural communities to direct their state support 7 billion. 200 million. UAH., Including nearly 6.5 billion. UAH. financed from the state budget.
In this process an important role to play, agricultural extension services, which today have experienced counselors, appropriate infrastructure and support from the state. Order of the Ministry of Agrarian Policy of 09.09.2009, № 645 for agricultural extension services entrusted advisory support for the creation and maintenance of agricultural service cooperatives, cooperative wholesale is wholesale and retail markets, promoting the benefits of cooperation in the countryside.
It should be noted that agricultural service cooperatives should be considered as a mechanism of self-organization of rural producers, as well as a kind of defense mechanism of small peasant farmers from unscrupulous intermediaries and economic dependence on them.
In addition, agricultural service cooperatives - are: increasing the efficiency of agricultural production by optimizing cost producers for the purchase of capital goods, the implementation of market research, as well as increased income from sales, expanding access to agricultural producers, especially subsistence farmers and to agroservices; improvements to agricultural commodity sales process more efficient use of channel sales, achieving strong positions and their adaptation by agricultural service cooperatives to market economy, creating new jobs in rural areas, improve the social security of the rural population, rising living standards in rural areas.
Over the past 4 years, the number of agricultural service cooperatives in the country increased by 389 units.
According to data from the major departments of agriculture of governors as of January 1, 2013 in Ukraine there are 885 agricultural service cooperatives. During the past year, the number of agricultural service cooperatives increased by 111 units.
The largest number of cooperatives are in Zhytomyr (105), Vinnitsa (84), Ivano-Frankivsk (71), and AR of Crimea (66).
Minimum number of such cooperatives in Donetsk (10) and Khmelnitsky (11) regions.
Of the total number really engage in economic activities 626 cooperatives: from cultivation and harvesting – 118, molocharskyh – 200, Meat - 20, fruit and vegetables - 56 cereal - 31 and other services - 201.
These cooperatives, which combined 24.4 million people during 2012, paid taxes and duties amounting to more than 5 million, provided services worth over 47 million, sold more than 23 thousand tons of milk, 88 tons grains 19.2 thousand tons of fruits and vegetables.
For legal enforcement of the Law of Ukraine on November 20, 2012 № 5495-VI "On Amendments to the Law of Ukraine" On Agricultural Cooperation ", which came into effect on 19 January 2013.
Conclusions. One the most critical problems in Ukraine is the lack of cooperative movement in the country, which would contribute to the further development of agricultural market infrastructure has a positive effect on price fluctuations in the food market, creating a network transparent procurement and marketing of agricultural products.
The main reason for the limited cooperative development in Ukraine is imperfect economic and legislative environment in which cooperatives operate today. Therefore, we consider it necessary to amend the Law on Cooperatives in order to eliminate conflicts for farmers, to adopt a program of public price monitoring system of agricultural products and foodstuffs to the study and dissemination of operational information for efficient pricing of cooperatives, to further develop the network advisory services and counseling centers at all levels, to provide support to agricultural producers in the creation and development of agricultural market infrastructure and marketing cooperatives (cooperative learning problems, search markets, etc.), as this will increase the purchase price of products and the profitability of farms.
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