Abstract. The article is dedicated to the actual problem – the economic potential rural areas, which are the subject of research of many modern scientists. As the research task, author attempts to analyze and summarize approaches to the definition of the economic potential of rural areas and its structure.
Methodological and theoretical basis of the study is the work of domestic and foreign scientists in the field of agricultural policy, economics and rural development. The work is based on a wide range of general scientific and special methods. In particular: theoretical generalization and comparison, structural and logical, and others.
Literature review provides some basic approaches to the interpretation of the essence of economic potential.
Under the first approach, the economic potential – is an ability of the economic entities to produce a certain amount of public goods for the specified amount and composition of the productive forces.
Under the second approach, economic potential characterizes complex of resources and competencies whereby socio-economic objectives, functions and maximizing production of certain goods are achieved.
Supporters of the third approach emphasize the probabilistic nature of the objectives of the economic entity, so "economic potential" is considered primarily as a possibility, the probability of the entity to create greater opportunities to influence on socio-economic processes, or to promote or prevent the onset of certain event.
Based on the analysis author determines the economic potential rural areas as a quantitative and qualitative assessment of the likely outcome of the efficient use of resources, competencies and capabilities that are available in a particular rural area within a defined planning horizon.
In contrast to other definitions, author proposed approach which determines economic potential as a category of management, which provides integrated assessment of resources, competencies and opportunities for rural areas development in the circumstances. This allows assessing the prospects for rural development from the standpoint of the interests of all stakeholders who collectively represent local government, business and public and emphasize the specific influence and expectations of each of the parties to the current and projected state of the control object, which is the process socio-economic development of rural areas.
According to the results of the comparison interpretation economic potential`s components of the rural areas, the author proposes its own structure to discuss, which takes into account the theoretical position and expressed its own opinion on the subject of the study (pic. 1). 



Pic. 1. Structure of the economic potential rural areas in accordance to administration.
Sources: the author’s development
The feature of the proposed structure is the focus priority factors according to the development of rural areas managing functions. Vertical sorted sequence of placing sub-potentials is done according to the direct jurisdiction and key interests of the private sector, public and local authority (in its contribution to the strengthening of the economic potential in the whole). 
In our opinion, forthputting of this structure as the theoretical basis for analytical study of the economic potential rural areas allows effectively assess the threats and impediments to its development, and mobilize local authority, business and the public to solve it.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Applying a systematic approach in the research of the economic potential rural areas can be considered as a set of lower levels potentials. They describe provision area with certain type of resources; structure, quantity and quality which determine the possibility maximize the economic efficiency in the current or expected conditions.



























































Business as a subject of administration 


Entrepreneurial potential






























































Public as a subject of administration


Autonomous power potential


Labor force potential































































Local authority as a subject of administration


The public-private partnership potential


Potential of economic, educational and cultural partnership
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