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Abstract. Today in the agricultural policy of advanced countries the emphasis
shifts to support the development of agriculture and rural areas, so the jurisdiction
of the agricultural advising service becomes more and more questions of
sustainable rural development.

In the post-Soviet countries that are now EU members, advisory services
supported by the state either through government funding, and through a variety of
grant programs. For Ukraine as an agricultural country, has chosen the European
way of development, in the process of formation of a unified of the system
consulting and regional development, of particular interest is the experience of the
Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre (LRATC). The article considers the
peculiarities the organization of advisory system in the agricultural sector in Latvia
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Analysis of research and publications. Analysis of international experience
shows that consulting activity occurred during the industrial revolution, thanks to the
development of entrepreneurship and competition has forced manufacturers to
improve knowledge management. So, consulting and extension service, as it is
called in the world, has its deep historical roots [4, 7].

Agricultural extension services functioning in 130 countries over 100 years,
including all European countries and North America. In recent years they have
actively created in the post-soviet countries of Central and Eastern Europe and
Asia and the developing countries.

For the purpose of legal regulation of agricultural consultative activity
Verkhovna Rada of the of Ukraine was accepted in 2004 the Law of Ukraine "About
agricultural consultative activity", which provides for government support
consultative activities from the funds state and local budgets [1, 2].

The main tasks of agricultural extension are:

 practical assistance to farmers and rural population to learn methods of
managing profitable in a market economy;
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* improving knowledge and practical skills of farmers and rural populations;

 providing individual advice to farmers and rural population on marketing,
management, use of modern technologies and social development;

« orientation of agricultural science to conduct applied research to meet the
needs of farmers and rural populations;

« promotion of executive bodies and local authorities in shaping and
implementing state agricultural policy [4].

Creation and development of a consulting system as well as improving the
skills of profitable farming - the main task of the Extension Department (founded in
2001) of the National University of Life and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine and
"National Association of Agricultural Advisory Services of Ukraine" (founded in
2003).

Ukrainian experience in the formation and organization of information and
consulting services improved through the works of scholars and practitioners
among which should be noted M. Kropyvka, T. Kalna-Dubinyuk, R. Korinetz, O.
Lokutova and others [3, 4].

Regulation number 73/2009 of the EU provides for the mandatory presence of
the Member States of the EU of the system advising of farmers, which should help
them to get more information in order to meet the standards of high-quality, modern
agriculture. Article 404 Chapter 17 "Agriculture and rural development” Agreement
of Association between Ukraine and EU envisages promoting the extension service
to farmers [6].

In the post-socialist and post-Soviet countries that are now EU members,
advisory services supported by the state either through government funding, and
through a variety of grant programs. For Ukraine as an agricultural country, has
chosen the European way of development, in the process of formation of a unified
of the system consulting and regional development, of particular interest is the
experience of the Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre (LRATC).

Our aim was to analyze the issues the organization of work LRATC for further
possible use of the Ukrainian agricultural consulting system.

Results and discussion. The territory of Latvia Republic is 64,559 km?
(almost 10 times less than the territory of Ukraine), is at the one climatic zone and
like Ukraine has exit to the sea. According to the indicators of environmental
performance at Yale and Columbia Universities, Latvia in 2012 was the second
greenest country in the world - 69% of the territory of Latvia is green.

Latvian farming system is extensive. The level of fertilizer use is the fifth
country, the lowest in the EU. thus in Latvia are grown ecological products. 94% of
local governments of Latvia declared itself free of genetically modified crops. 16%
of the land suitable for breeding of cattle. Long vegetation period (more than 5
months), the availability of natural pastures exempt from the need for
supplementary feeding, contributes to the development of organic livestock.

Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre (LRATC) was founded in 1991,
after the country's exit from the USSR. Until 1997 it was a state budgetary
institution and in the period from 1997 to 2004 - a non-profit organization. In 2004
the country became a full member of the European Union and to the present day
LRATC - Limited Liability Company, 1% of the capital of which belongs to the
Latvian federation of farmers, and 99% of the capital - to the state. LRATC is the

265



leading organization in the field of consulting services for the development of the
village in Latvia.

Main mission LRATC - to provide rural entrepreneurs, organizations and
residents of the consultation and planning services industry manufacturing
processes, accounting and business, as well as the implementation of research,
training and information. LRATC customers working in the field of agriculture,
forestry, fish farming and other rural business activities and are members of various
social groups in rural areas [5].

In order to provide services in the regions of the country, LRATC created 26
regional units that provide a wide range of services. The central office is Centre
forestry advisory services (they have 16 regional offices), the secretariat of
Cooperation Network fish economy, the Secretariat of State of rural networks and
13 Departments that enforce administrative functions and serve as knowledge
transfer center.

Figure shows structure of LRATC, where the numbers show the number of
specialists.

Structure of the Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre

LRATC includes the following Departments:
* Accounting and Finance;

* Crop production;

* Livestock;

* Economy;

* Information;

* Center livestock competence;

* Technical Engineer;

* Fish economy Department;

* Education and training of personnel,
* Rural development;

* Projects and development;
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 Forestry advisory services.

Since its formation LRATC specialists have realized international projects in
the following areas:

« improvement of activity sectors: crop production and animal husbandry;

» development of the rural environment;

» development of rural tourism;

» improvement of management in relation to the environment.

LRATC has the following strategic aims:

» over the next 3 years to create in the village of 200 new businesses;

« to be a bridge for cooperation between rural sector representing various
businesses, organizations, institutions, management, education, research
institutions and the country's citizens;

* increase opportunities for rural residents, businesses and organizations,
conducting information and educational events for up to 20 000 people every year;

» to provide expertise and research of public and private sector customers in
agriculture, forestry, fisheries and rural development;

+ to ensure the transfer of innovative technologies of agriculture, forestry,
fisheries and best practices, in order to increase process efficiency, improve
productivity and product quality, careful management of natural resources;

« ensure qualified management processes in all of the value chain;

« the creation of agricultural products, forestry and fisheries - from primary
production to the final consumer, including the support of short food chains;

» to increase the revs of commercial activities services for business customers
[5].

LRATC turnover shows a constant trend of increasing - from 4.2 million EUR in
2009 to 8.3 million EUR in 2015.

In its activities LRATC cooperates with the Ministry of Agriculture of Latvia,
farmers, agro-cooperatives, non-governmental organizations, owners of agro-fairs.
For example, LRATC cooperates with the non-governmental organization «Lauku
celotajs», which is engaged in the development of rural tourism in Latvia. As the
environment is the main attraction of rural tourism, «Lauku celotajs», helps in the
organization of exhibitions, festivals, preservation of cultural heritage and develops
thematic routes, culinary tours, etc.

LRATC has connections with leading EU advisory centers and the countries of
the former Soviet Union, including Ukraine. LRATC specialists are international
internships in leading EU countries, and willing to share their own experiences.

A special place in the work takes LRATC organization of courses and
seminars, development projects and consultations. Professional, educated, positive
thinking and motivated team of specialists from the Centre, has many years of
experience, both in the country and at the international level. All this makes it
possible to provide its customers with high quality services, providing a
comprehensive and individual result-oriented approach.

Conclusion. Analysis of the work of Latvian Rural Advisory and Training
Centre allows make the following conclusions.

The organizational structure of LRATC informs covers all regions of the
country, considering their agricultural specification.

Sources of financing and competent its distribution makes it possible to
complex decision of questions which have the Latvian farmers - from the
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organization of consultations, seminars, trainings and workshops up to obtain
financial support, which may be either from the state as well as international
projects.

The development of agricultural consulting of Ukraine goes in the direction of
sustainable rural development, agricultural production, protection of natural
resources, efficient use and safety of agricultural and food products and their
compliance with national and international standards. This is why the work
experience of Latvian Rural Advisory and Training Centre is particularly useful for
Ukraine.
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NATBIUCbKUU OOCBIO OPrAHI3ALII KOHcyanAuu?lHo'[ CUCTEMMU
ONA CTANOro PO3BUTKY CINIbCbKUX TEPUTOPIN

M. LlimepmaHic, O. JlokyToBa, J1. CiniHa

AHomauissi. Ha cb0200Hi 6 aepapHil nonimuyi pPO3BUHEHUX KpaiH
30cepedxeHo ygazy Ha nidmpumuyi pPo38UMKY CiflbCbKO20 eocrodapcmea ma
CinibCbKOI Micyesocmi, momMy 00 PUCOUKUII CinbCbKo2ocrnodapcbKux Oopadyux
cryx6 exoO0ums Oedarii binbwe numaHb cmMasio2o PO38UMKY CiflbCbKUX paloHis.

Y nocmpalsHcbKUX KpaiHax, fiKi HUHi € 4rneHamu €C, KOHCy/bmamueHi
rnocriyau, niompumyromscs SK 0ep)xaeow, makK | Pi3HUMU 2paHmosumu
npozgpamamu. Ans YkpaiHu sik agpapHoi KpaiHu, wo obpana espornelcbKul Wiisx
po3sumky, ocobsiueul iHmMepec cmaHosume 0oceid Jlamegilicbkko2ao ueHmpy
CiNTIbCKUX KOHCynbmauiti ma oceimu. Y cmammi po3anssHymo ocobsiueocmi
opeaHisauii  CirlbCbKo20crnodapchbKoi  KoHcanmuHaoeoi (dopaddyoi) cryxbu e
agpapHomy cekmopi Jlamaeii.

KnouoBi cnoBa: cmanuld po3sumok, o0opadyi cnyxbu, azgpapHul
KOHCallImuHa, pO38UMOK CilTbCbKUX mepumopil, CirlbCbKul 3es1eHut mypusm
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NATBUACKNIA OnbIT OPFAHU3ALIUU KOHCYNbTALMOHHOWU 5
CUCTEMbI ANnAd YCTONYNBOIO PA3SBUTUA CEJIbCKUX TEPPUTOPUA

M. LlumepmaHuc, A. JlokyTtoBa, J1. CunuHa

AHHomauusi. Cez200HSI  agpapHasi  nonumuka  pas3sumbix  cmpaH
aKueHmupoesaHa Ha rnodoep)xKe pa3eumusi CefibCKO20 Xxo3dlcmea U CesibCKou
MecmHocmu, rMno3momy 8 topUCOUKUUU CelbCKOX03AUCMEEeHHbIX cosewamersibHbIX
cnyx6 exooum ece bonbwe 80rpoco8 ycmolyueo20 pal3suUMuUsi CefIbCKUX
patioHos.

B nocmcosemckux cmpaHax, Komopble ceu4yac sfenstomcsi drneHamu EC,
KOHCyrnbmamueHble ycriyau nodoepxusaromes Kak eocydapcmeoM, maK U
pasnu4YHbIMU epaHmMosbIMuU rpospammamu. s YKkpauHbl, Kak agpapHOU cmpaHsbl,
usbpaswel esporiedckul nMyme pa3sumus, ocobbili uHmMepec rnpeodcmassgem
ornbim Jlameulicko2o ueHmpa cesibCKUX KOHCyrnbmauuti u obpasosaHus. B cmambe
paccMompeHsbl ocobeHHocmu opeaaHusayuu Ces1IbCKOX035UCmeeHHOU
KOHcasimuHaoeoU (cosewamerbHoU) criyxbbl 8 azpapHoM cekmope Jlamesuu.

Knro4yeebie cnioea: ycmou4dusoe paseumue, coeseuwjamersibHble CryX06bl,
agpapHbIl KOHcalimuHa, pa3sumue CeslbCKUX meppumopul, ceribCKul 3erieHbll
mypu3sm
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Abstract. It reveals the history of development and the role of extension
service in the USA and other countries of the world. The innovative directions of the
modern extension system in the USA and its possibilities in Ukraine are shown.

Introduction. The US Agricultural Cooperative Extension System has had 100
years history assisting agricultural producers and rural communities. The
Agricultural Cooperative Extension System was titled as such because the Federal,
state and county governments cooperatively support the funding for the Extension
Service. The contributions of the Federal and the state governments have declined
in recent years due to many factors but importantly the change in emphasis to
private versus public education in the university system as a whole. This has
causes the Cooperative Extension System to look elsewhere for funding. There is
still a strong demand for the extension services but increasingly an evolution to a
different funding model.
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