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There was considered the problem of implementation of rural farming as one of the aspects of Sustainable Land Management on cropland sparsely populated regions of Ukraine. Also there was investigated its effect on the economy of rural areas and providing environmental sustainability.
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Problem statement. Land-use activities—whether converting natural landscapes for human use or changing management practices on human-dominated lands—have transformed a large proportion of the planet’s land surface. By clearing tropical forests, practicing subsistence agriculture, intensifying farmland production, or expanding urban centers, humans are changing the world’s landscapes. Although land-use practices vary greatly across the world, their ultimate outcome is generally the same: 
(a) to produce food and fiber
(b) to acquire natural resources for immediate human needs.
The sections that follow present the rationale for why SLM is a critical cross-sector driver for maintaining production and services from human-dominated landscapes.
The challenges identified are also entry points for carefully targeted interventions and represent opportunities for propoor investments.
Sustainable land management is a knowledge-based procedure that helps integrate land, water, biodiversity, and environmental management (including input and output externalities) to meet rising food and fiber demands while sustaining ecosystem services and livelihoods. SLM is necessary to meet the requirements of a growing population.
Improper land management can lead to land degradation and a significant reduction in the productive and service functions.
In lay terms, SLM involves these activities:
■ Preserving and enhancing the productive capabilities of cropland, forestland, and grazing land (such as upland areas, down-slope areas, flatlands, and bottomlands)
■ Sustaining productive forest areas and potentially commercial and noncommercial forest reserves
■ Maintaining the integrity of watersheds for water supply and hydropower-generation needs and water conservation zones
■ Maintaining the ability of aquifers to serve the needs of farm and other productive activities.
In addition, SLM includes actions to stop and reverse degradation—or at least to mitigate the adverse effects of earlier misuse. Such actions are increasingly important in uplands and watersheds—especially those where pressures from the resident populations are severe and where the destructive consequences of upland degradation are being felt in far more densely populated areas downstream.
Fortunately, in the past four decades, scientific advances and the application of improved knowledge and technologies by land managers and some farmers have resulted in significant total and per capita food increases, reduced food prices, and the sparing of new land that otherwise would have been needed to achieve the same level of production. For example, if yields of the six major crop groups that are cultivated on 80 percent of the total cultivated land area had remained at 1961 levels, an additional 1.4 billion hectares of farmland (more than double the amount of land currently being used) would have been required by 2004 to serve an expanding population. Asia alone would have required an additional 600 million hectares, which represents 25 percent more land area than is suitable for cultivation on that continent. Rather than enjoying surpluses of grains, Asia would now depend heavily on food imports. Nevertheless, those gains have some medium- to long-term costs [1].
Until recently, increases in agricultural productivity— particularly in developed regions of the world, where they are facilitated by both science and subsidy—have pushed world agricultural commodity prices down, making it increasingly difficult for marginal land farmers to operate profitably within existing technical and economic parameters. These trends may not be reliable pointers to the future. 
In the 21st century, food and fiber production systems will need to meet three major requirements:
1. They must adequately supply safe, nutritious, and sufficient food for the world’s growing population.
2. They must significantly reduce rural poverty by sustaining the farming-derived component of rural household incomes.
3. They must reduce and reverse the degradation of natural resources and the ecosystem services essential to sustaining healthy societies and land productivity [2].
Analysis of recent scientific researches and publications. Developing of Sustainable Land Management is a quite innovative problem in Ukraine. It mainly depends on land use and in same time makes a significant influence on land use. Nevertheless many scientists have already researched some questions in this sphere, such as: Pashkov I., Danylenko A., Dokuchaev V., Dobryak D., Shykula M., Tretyak A., Novakovskiy L., Borshchevskiy P., Balackiy O.
There were investigated theoretical and methodological problems of formation institutional framework for sustainable land use in agriculture of Ukraine, also the ways of its implementation. In addition there was developed a conceptual framework of the sustainable land use, based on a systematic approach defined its principles, grounded system of sustainable land use planning process and its implementation. Grounded management tools to ensure rational land use.
Article purpose – to explore innovative problem of implementation of  the rural farming as an aspect of Sustainable Land Management and its features in Ukraine.
Main material.  Five broad pathways of agricultural land use change have evolved in developing countries in this century, reflecting different land resource endowments and settlement patterns:
· Expansion and intensification of irrigated agriculture
· Intensification of high-quality rain-fed lands
· Intensification of densely populated marginal lands
· Expansion of farming into sparsely populated marginal lands
· The rise of urban and per urban farming with accelerated urbanization
Let’s look through the expansion of farming into sparsely populated rural lands in Ukraine.
Relation between quantity of cropland and population
	Region
	Population
	Cropland,
thousand ha
	Cropland per capita, ha
	Cropland per capita rural, ha

	
	Overall
	Rural
	Percentage of rural population, %
	
	
	

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Zhytomyr
	1267468
	527068
	41,6
	1092,8
	0,86
	2,07

	Transсarpathian
	1254631
	788339
	62,8
	200,9
	0,16
	0,25

	Mykolayiv
	1172130
	376746
	32,1
	1697,7
	1,45
	4,51

	Rivne
	1157163
	604168
	52,2
	648,7
	0,56
	1,07

	Sumy
	1140507
	366000
	32,1
	1231,8
	1,08
	3,37

	Kherson
	1076633
	418091
	38,8
	1777,9
	1,65
	4,25

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7

	Ternopil
	1076240
	600984
	55,8
	854,1
	0,79
	1,42

	Cherinihiv
	1075217
	390995
	36,4
	1381,9
	1,29
	3,53

	Volyn
	1040183
	498280
	47,9
	674,3
	0,65
	1,35

	Kirovograd
	993292
	373618
	37,6
	1762,3
	1,77
	4,72

	Chernivtsi
	907116
	521094
	57,4
	333,6
	0,37
	0,64



We have selected ten regions in Ukraine with follow conditions to show the effectiveness of implementation of rural farming of Sustainable Land Management:
· Low density of overall population.
· High quantity of rural population [3].
Rural farmers grow lowyield crops for their own households and local markets. Diets also contrast with those in the industrial world, with consumption of animal products far less than half that in industrial societies and per capita caloric intake at 65 to 80 percent. And as it shown in the table, quantity of cropland per capita rural is rather to provide effective farming in case of uniting with 10 up to 20 other farmers.
Poverty, agriculture, and land use make a complex and challenging system with many flaws and interacting elements.
Poor farmers do not want to be poor, and few choose actively to damage their environments. The reason so many are living on the edge of survival is that too many of their traditional approaches to agricultural production are breaking down. Economic growth has been insufficient to offer alternative means of employment for the rural poor. Profits from farming at low levels of productivity have been too small to allow farmers to reinvest in their farms and maintain productivity at acceptable levels [1].
A Green Evolution strategy is needed to help people transform their own landscapes rather than seeking to escape to fresh pastures. Local knowledge (of soils, landscapes, markets, and climate) is linked to the best of national and international expertise in a focused, problemsolving effort. The focus is on quality and results, facilitated through enhanced networking and coordination among the various sector stakeholders and international organizations.
The best options are pulled together and then promoted through large-scale initiatives. The poor influence the choice of recommendations, while the private sector contributes toward sector needs such as seed and market systems.
In that way, the power of millions of individuals’ decisions can be tapped to create a more benign and sustainable human imprint on the landscape. The Green Evolution strategy encourages the efficient and swift transformation of practices leading to SLM by harnessing the best skills in a collaborative, learning-by-doing manner in which all people feel ownership and pride. Existing structures are improved and enhanced to build change through an evolutionary, rather than a revolutionary, approach. This approach is cost-effective and brings the best expertise of both developing countries and the international community together in a problem-solving format that can be rapidly scaled up to reach the poor quickly and effectively [2].
In many of the success stories, the path was laid through skillful building of partnerships with farmers, communities, and institutions in the countryside.
Conclusions. In the current situation in Ukraine implementation of rural farming as an aspect of Sustainable Land Management should provide the solution of economic and ecologic problems in complex, such as:
· poverty of farmers and peasantry
· intensification of rural farming and land use
· preventing of land degradation
· increase agronomic education of farmers
Rural farming just a one step in reaching of Sustainable Land Management, but it has great influence, because Ukraine is mainly agronomic country.
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Висвітлено проблему впровадження сільськогосподарського виробництва як одного з аспектів сталого землекористування на орних землях малонаселених областей України. Також досліджено його вплив на розвиток економіки сільських територій та забезпечення екологічної стабільності.
Ключові слова: стале управління земельними ресурсами, сільськогосподарське виробництво, сільське населення, орні землі.
Освещено проблему внедрения сельскохозяйственного производства как одного из аспектов устойчивого землепользования на пахотных землях малонаселенных областей Украины. Также исследовано его влияние на развитие экономики сельских территорий и обеспечение экологической устойчивости.
Ключевые слова: устойчивое землепользование, селянское хозяйство, регионы Украины, окружающая среда.


