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Abstract. The article is devoted to the abbreviations and shortening in modern
English as the most productive for the lexical completion in general. The modern pace of
life demands to convey a great bulk of information as quickly as possible, saving the space
written. The most popular methods of shortening from structural and pragmatical points of
view are taken into consideration. Shortening of words mean the formation of new ones by
substituting a part of the word for a whole, affecting both separate words and word-groups.
All shortened words function in the language as other ordinary words do, thus taking on
specific grammatical inflections.

All of them can be divided according to the traditional division: graphical
abbreviations, lexical shortenings, blends and splinters. Besides, all the new shortenings
have to be familiar to an average customer in order to be recognized at once while reading
them. But it should be kept in mind that they cannot be taken as a standard, though quite a
lot of them are officially used everywhere. Having their own peculiarities in style, they
demand some special skills from people, while being written. In general, shortening
remains one of the most productive ways of writing new qualitative words because of their
memorability and economy of written space.

Keywords: shortenings, graphical abbreviations, lexical shortenings,initials, a hybrid

Introduction. Realities of today, global interrelation of the nations and different
cultural customs of our planet of the 21-st century, growing needs in communication
and work among countries and people of different languages and traditions demand
training of highly qualified specialists that are expected to translate from foreign
language to another , to know two or three foreign languages and are capable to take
part in an international cooperation and formation of a new attitude to Ukraine in
Europe and the whole world as well. Nowadays, abbreviation is one of the main trends
in the development of Modern English language, especially in its colloquial layer,
which, in its turn, at high degree is supported by constant development of modern
informational technologies and simplification of speech with no loss of its informative
content. It should be mentioned that abbreviation is a shortened form of a word or
phrase, which consists of a letter or group of letters taken from the word or phrase.
Nevertheless abbreviation has appeared as a fad just to code the words which people
wanted to hide from others, but nowadays it is one of the most well-known way of
derivation. Abbreviation has a high degree of productivity in modern languages,
especially in official-business, scientific and technical styles, because it is aimed at
increasing regulation and orderliness. In some types of texts the abbreviation can
makeup50% of all word uses and 15 % of the vocabulary.Abbreviation has been used
as long as phonetic script existed, in some senses actually being more common in
early literacy, where spelling out a whole word was often avoided, initial letters
commonly being used to represent words in specific application.Abbreviations have a
large creative potential, because they can create a lot of neologisms. Literal
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abbreviations also take part in the derivation of the compound words.Not every one
knows how to use abbreviations, because many abbreviations are used in one sphere
and we can not use them in other spheres.

The topicality of this article can be proved by the following reasons: a)
abbreviation is one of the developing branches of lexicology nowadays; b) abbreviation
reflects the general trend of simplification of a language; c) abbreviation is closely
connected with the development of modern informational technologies.

Analysis of recent researchers and publications. The problems of
abbreviations (i.e. shortened lexical units) as specific language phenomena in modern
languages attract the attention of many researchers, and they have been considered in
numerous articles and separate researches of Ukrainian, Russian and foreign authors.
Towards the most circumstantial works relating to the last ones we can outline such
scientists as D. Alekseeva, O. Jespersen, V. Pavlova, T. Pilze, M. Segal, L.
Shelyahovsky, E. Voloshina, R. Walse, and others.B. Voloshin and V. Borisov also
described formal structure abbreviations and their relationships with generators units.
The philologists I. Stern, M. Schlauch, L. Shelyahovska and L. Sapogova studied the
basic principles of modeling of shortened lexical units [1].

The purpose of this paper deals with the peculiarities of abbreviations and
shortenings, to analyze the dynamics of the experimental work. It is mostly based on
materials of English dictionaries and instructions.

Methods. Analysis, synthesis, learning the latest linguistic resources are used in
this paper.

Results. Abbreviations take many forms and can be found in ancient Greek
inscriptions, in medieval manuscripts, and in the Koran [2].

Abbreviations began to proliferate in the 19th century and have been prevalent
since; they are employed to reduce the time required for writing or speaking,
especially, when referring to the myriad new organizations, bureaucratic entities, and
technological products typical of industrial societies [6].

An abbreviation (from Latin brevis, meaning short) is a shortened form of a word or
phrase. Usually, it consists of a letter or group of letters taken from a word or a phrase.
For example, a word abbreviation can itself be represented by the following
abbreviations: abbr., abbrv., or abbrev.In strict analysis, abbreviations should not be
confused with contractions or acronyms (including initialisms), with which they share
some semantic and phonetic functions, though all three are connoted by the term
“abbreviation” in loose parlance [4, p.167].

In modern English there exist two main ways of shortening: contraction (or clipping)
and abbreviation (or initial shortening). Contraction is the act or process of making
words smaller. For example: lab (for laboratory), mag (for magazine), story (for history),
fancy (for fantasy), Liz (for Elizabeth), etc.

Linguists distinguish various types of classification of abbreviations. Kazakh
scientist

a) a string of letters — often spoken as such — formed from the initial letters of the
(main) words of a phrase (called initialism), eg.:

RNA -ribonucleic acid

BT corn — corn that is toxic to some insects but non-toxic to humans and animals;

DNA — deoxyribonucleic acid;

EPA- Environmental Protection Agency;

GMO - Genetically modified organism:

Sometimes the letters of abbreviation represent syllables of a word, e.g.:

ID — identity or identification card;
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TB — tuberculosis.

b) a word (sometimes called clipping) standing for the whole, retaining at least one
syllable of the original word. E.g.: ad — advertisement; demo — demonstration; flu —
influenza; pub — public house; phone — telephone; sitcom — situation comedy.

There are a few special written abbreviations for plurals: pp — pages; ff — following
pages; mss — manuscripts.

Chemical formulae and other symbols can be regarded as a special type of
abbreviation: H20 — water; Fe — iron; & - and; + - plus; - — minus [5].

Sylvia Chalker states that initialism is a type of abbreviation. The use of the initial
letters of a name or expression as an abbreviation for it, each letter being pronounced
separately, as in BBC, RSVP, RSPCA (also called alphabet abbreviation), etc.

Clipping is a type of abbreviation. The formation of a new word by shortening an
existing one; an example of this. E.g. (omni)bus, exam(ination), (in)flu(enza),
(tele)phone.

Syllabic abbreviation

A syllabic abbreviation is an abbreviation formed from (usually) initial syllables of
several words, such a

r DNA -recombinant DNA molecules, as RNA — a natural or experimentally
generated nucleotide complementary to RNA; Syllabic abbreviations are usually written
using lower case, sometimes starting with a capital letter, they are always pronounced
as words rather than letter by letter, and should be distinguished from portmanteaus
[6].

Acccording to the research of the American linguist Garland Canon abbreviations
as words produced by shortening the immediate constituents of phrasal terms up to
their initial letters are subdivided into 5 groups: 1) acronyms; 2) alphabetic
abbreviation; 3) compound abbreviations; 4) graphic abbreviations; 5) Latin
abbreviations.

An acronym is usually formed by taking the first initials of a phrase or compounded
word and using those initials to form a word that stands for something, e.g.: UNO
l'ju:nav/ (< United Nations Organization), UNESCO /ju: 'neskavu/ (< United Nations
Educational Scientific and Cultural Organization), NATO /'neltsv/ (< North Atlantic
Treaty Organization), SALT /'so:lt/ (< Strategic Arms Limitation Talks), STEM /'stem/ (for
scanning transmission electron microscope), radar /'relda/ (< radio detecting and
ranging), and so on.

Alphabetic abbreviation is a special kind of abbreviation in which letters get their
full individual alphabetic pronunciation, rather than a phonetic pronunciation, and a full
stress, e.g.: USA /'ju: 'es' el/ (< the United States of America), B.B.C. /'bi: 'bi: 'si:/ (< the
British Broadcasting Corporation), M.P. /'em 'pi:/ (< Member of Parliament), F.B.l. /'ef
'bi: 'al/ (< Federal Bureau of Investigation), and further on.

Alphabetic abbreviations are sometimes used for famous persons’ names, for
instance: B.B. (< Brigitte Bardot), F.D.R. (< Franklin Delano Roosevelt), G.B.S. (<
George Bernard Shaw), etc.

Compound abbreviations are those in which the first IC (immediate constituent) is a
letter ( or letters) and the second one is a complete word, e.g.: A-bomb (< atomic
bomb), V-day (< Victory day), Z-hour (< zero hour), L-driver (< learner-driver), ACD
solution (<acid citrate dextrose solution), and further on.

One or both ICs of compound abbreviations may be clipped, for example:
StarLinkTM- an insect-resistant variety of corn, X-ray etc.
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Graphical abbreviations are the result of shortening of words and word-groups only
in written speech while orally the corresponding full forms are used. They are used for
the economy of space and effort in writing.

Scientists-linguists identify several semantic groups of graphical abbreviation: a)
days of the week, e.g.: Mon — Monday, Tue — Tuesday, etc.; b) names of months, e.g.:
Apr — April, Aug — August, etc.; c) names of counties in UK, e.g.: Yorks — Yorkshire,
Berks — Berkshire, etc.; d) names of states in USA, e.g.: Ala — Alabama, Alas — Alaska,
etc.; €) names of address, e.g.: Mr. — Mister, Mrs. — Mistress, Ms. — Miss, Dr. — doctor,
etc.; f) military ranks, e.g.: capt. — captain, col. — colonel, sgt. — sergeant, etc.; g)
scientific degrees, e.g.: B.A. — Bachelor of Arts, M.A. — Master of Arts; D.M. — Doctor of
Medicine (Sometimes in scientific degrees we run across abbreviations of Latin origin,
e.g.. M.B. — Medicinae Baccalaurus); h) units of time, length, weight, e.g.: f. / ft —
foot/feet, sec. — second, in. — inch, mg. — milligram, etc. [3].

Latin abbreviation was once the universal academic language in Europe. From the
eighteenth century authors started using their mother tongue to write books, papers or
proceedings. However, many Latin abbreviations continued to be used due to their
precise simplicity and also Latin’s status as a learned language. The most common
Latin words, abbreviations, and initialisms are still in use. For instance: i.e. /'al 'i;/ — that
is, a.m. /'el 'em/ — before midday, in the morning, e.g. — for example, id. — in the same
place, cf. — compare, and further on.

An abbreviation is a shorter way to write a word or phrase. People use
abbreviations for words that they write a lot.

Discussion. To sum up, we investigated the aspects of abbreviations in our article
such as the act or result of abbreviating; a shortened form of a written word or phrase
used in place of the whole. We also revealed various types of abbreviations as follows:
acronyms; alphabetic abbreviation; compound abbreviations; graphic abbreviations;
Latin abbreviations. The studying of the abbreviation phenomenon as one of the two
types of shortening in the English language is immensely important in the process of
learning a foreign language by a future specialist, especially philologists or translators.
It will help training future specialists as competent professionals, ready to take part in
an international cooperation and formation of a new attitude to Ukraine in Europe and
the whole world as well.
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ABPEBIATYPU TA CKOPOYEHHA
B CYYACHIN AHTTIINCBKIW MOBI
H. A. MnyxoBcbka

AHomauisa. Cmamms npucesyeHa abpesgiamypaM ma CKOPOYEHHSIM 8 Cy4qacHil
aHernidcbkil Mosi , K OOHOMY i3 HaurnpodykmusHiwux crocobie  Orsi MornoeHeHHs
JIEKCUYHO20 3arnacy mosu 8 uiniomy. CydacHul memr Xumms eumazae 8i0 OpyKoeaHUX
3acobie nepeldayi eenuko2o 06’emy iHopmauii 3a Haukopomuwul MPOMDKOK 4acy,
owadxyrodu Ha nucbmi. CKOPOYEHHSI O3Ha4Yae ymeOPEHHSI HOBUX Crlig, 3aMIiHIoYU Uuine
C/1080 (1020 YacmuHO, WO € 0iesUM MO BIOHOWEHHI SIK 00 OKpeMux crie, maK i 0o
crniosocriony4vyeHb. Posansadarombcs Halbinbw nomnynspHi crnocobu C€r080MeoPEHHS 3
MOYKU 30py cmpyKmypu i npazmMamuku . Bci ckopoyeHi crioga (hyHKUIOHYHOMb 8 MO8I 5K i
3euyalHi IHWIi, makuMm YUHOM Habuparodyu crieyubidyHi epamamudyHi ¢priekcii. Bci 6oHU
mpaduuitiHo Oinambcs Ha: epachidHi abpesiamypu, 3aznaeHi abpesiamypu, INeKCUYHI
CKOPOYEHHSI, crioea-2ibpudu. OKpiM mo2o, 8Ci HO8i CKOPOYEHHST Maromb 6ymu 3HatuomMumu
rnepeciyHomy crioxxusadesi, wob ix MoxHa 6yro eidpady enidHamu rpu YumadHi. Arne
mpeba makoxX nam’ssmamu, WO HOB8i CKOPOYEHHS He € MOBHUM cmaHOapmom, Xo4ya
bacamo 3 Hux OQIyitiHO 8ukopucmosyemscsi 8 ycix cchepax. Maruyu ceoi enacHi
ocobnusocmi cmusio, 80HU 8uMazarome 8i0 MHOOUHU crieyianibHUX HagU4YoK rpu iXHbOMY
HarnucaHHi. B uinomy, CKOpOYeHHs 3anuuiaembscsi OOHUM 3 Haubinibw npodyKmueHUX
criocobie HarucaHHs SKICHUX crig  3ae0sku 30amHicmio 00 3aram’samoeyeaHHs |
owadHocmi Ha nucbMi.

Knrouoei cnnoea: cKopoyYeHHs, epachidHi abpesiamypu, 1EKCUYHI CKOPOYEHHS, iHIiUjau,
crnogo-2ibpud

ABBPEBUATYPbI U COKPALLEHUA
B COBPEMEHHOM AHIMUUCKOM A3bIKE
H. A. TnyxoBckas

AHHOmMauyusa.Cmames nocesiuieHa abbpesuamypam U COKpaweHuUsMm 8
COBPEMEHHOM aH2/1UlCKOM fi3blKe, KaKk 0OHOMY U3 caMbiX MpPOdyKmMuUBHbIX crocobos 0Oss
MOrOfIHEHUSI JIEKCUYECKO20 3araca s3bika 8 uerioM. COBPeMeHHbIU meMIl XU3HU
mpebyem om rnie4amsbix cpedcme nepedadu 6osbwoao obbema uHpopmayuu 3a camblil
KOPOMKUU MPOMEXYMOK 6PEMEHU, [pU 3MOM 3KOHOMS Ha nucbme. CoOKpauweHue
03Ha4aem obpa3osaHUEe HOBbIX CJI08 rymeM 3aMeHbl Uesio20 Crioéa €20 Yacmbio, 4mo
sengemcs 0elCmBEHHbIM 0 OMHOWEHU0 KakKk K OomoOeslbHOMy Crio8y, maKk U K
C/1080COYEMAaHUSIM. Paccmampusaromcsi Hauborsnee rnonyrnsipHble crocobobl
€/108006pa308aHUS C MOYKU 3PEHUST CMPYKMypbl U rpazamamuku. Bce cokpauweHHble
crioea QyHKUUOHUPYrom 8 £3blke, Kak U 0bbl4YHble Opyaue, makum obpa3om ebupasi
crieyugbuyeckue epammamudeckue ekcuu. Bce OHU mpaduyuoHHO Oernsimcs Ha:
epaghuydeckue abbpesuamypbl, 3aznasHble abbpesuamypbl, NEKCUYECKUE COKPaU,eHUS,
crioga-a2ubpudbl. Bom noyemy ece 8uObl COKpawieHUl UCronb3ymcsi 8 pacWupeHHbIX
mekcmax, rnpedocmasrisisi WUpPOKYK UHGopMauur o peknamupyemou rnpodykuuu. Kpome
mozo, 8ce HOB8ble COKpauwleHusi OO/mMKHbI Obimb 3HaKOMbI cpedHeMy rnompebumernio,
umobbl UX cpasy Xe MOXHO 6bIro pacrio3Hame rpu 4YmeHuu. Ho crnedyem makxe
MOMHUMb, YMO HOB8bIE COKpaWEeHUs1 He S8/IS0MCsl pedesbiM cmaHOapmom, Xoms MHoa2ue
U3 HUX ogbuyuaribHO UCrob3yrHmcs 80 8cex cehepax )usHu. Co ceoumu 0cobeHHocmsAMU
cmurns, oHU mpebyrom om model creuyuanbHO20 yMEHUs Mpu HanucaHuu. B uernowm,
COKpauweHue ocmaemcsi 0OHUM u3 Haubornee npodyKMuUBHbIX criocoboe HarucaHusi Ho8bIX
KadyecmeeHHbIX ci08 briaeo0apsi crnrocobHoCMuU K 3arnoMUHaHUK U 3KOHOMUU Ha MucbMe.

Knroyeeble csioea: cCoKpauwieHus, epacpudeckue abbpesuamypbl, JeKcu4yeckKue
COKpalWwleHUsi, UHUyuarbl, cr1080-a2ubpud
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