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AHOomauis. Y cmammi po3ansdaembCcs MOMU8 CEeHCYy ma 3Ha4dyeHHs eipu 8 Xummi
JoOuHU 8 pomaHi «Micmo boza» ni3Hb020 nepiody meopyocmi  Cy4acHO20
amepuKkaHCbKo20 rucbMeHHUKa Edeapa JloypeHca [Jokmopoy 5K 3paska nimepamypu
rnocmmoOepHiamy. «Micmo boea» € poMaHOM-UW,00EHHUKOM rnaMm’smi, pempocrnekmueHUM
roansidoM 20/108HO20 2ep0si Ha MUHYIe, Wob 3p0o3yMimu rMpUYUHU €8020 mernepiuHb020
cmaHy Kpu3u gipu ma giOHatimu Oyx08HYy 2apMoHito. Croxem ripedcmasnieHuli HeiHitHo,
Xaomuy4yHUMU crioeadamu ma OyMKaMmu rnepcoHaxie, siKi nepemuHarombcsi 3 306paxeHHsIM
iXHb020 mernepiwHb020. 3pobneHo cnpoby eusHayumu ocobnueocmi  CMUIIO
nuUCbMeHHUKa 5K npedcmasHuka siimepamypu rnocmmoOepHI3my.

Knroyoei cnoea: cyyacHa amepukaHcbKka fimepamypa, Momus, nocmmodepHiam, E.
J1. lokmopoy, icmopioepagpiyHuti pomaH

Mg peTtanbHUM  po3rMsSAOM Yy poOMaHax amMepUKaHCbLKOro  NMUCbMEHHMKa-
nocrMmofepHicta Egrapa JloypeHca [OKTOpOy 3HaxoAUTbLCHA AOKYMEHTallbHe MUHYIe,
AOCNIAXKYIOTECA €TUYHI  MOXITMBOCTI Oe3KiIHEYHOro MNOTOYHOro CrpUMMaHHSA 4vacy,
300paxyeTbCsl  BiOHOLWEHHS  iHOMBIAyanbHOI  CBIAOMOCTI 0O  KOMEKTUBHOIO
©escBigomoro.

[MepeocmucneHa no-nOCTMOAEPHICTCLKN OyMKa MMCbMEHHMKA MPO Te, WO «<...> He
Mae BuUragku abo akTy; € nuwe po3noBigb», NigTBepaXye ue [12, c. 26]. Teopumin
nornsa aBTopa Ha iCTOPUYHI NoAil B pOMaHi He BiOPI3HAETLCS Bif iICTOPUYHOI XPOHIKW,
OfHaK MOro nOCTMOAEPHICTCbKI ICTOPUYHI pOMaHuW aHani3ytoTb Npupoay MUWHYNOro i
3acobu 11oro 306paxxeHHs.

PomaH «Micto bora» E. JI1. Joktopoy (City of God, 2000) kputukm HasmBaroTb
HEnMiHIMHUM, MYHKTUPHMM, parMeHTapHUM Ta 3ursaronofibHum, ¢inocodcbKor
ICTOPUYHOIO MEeTanpo30k0 y CTUAI AXKa30Boi iMnpoB.isauil [3; 4; 6].

Y «kputnui TBOpuicTb E. JI. [okTOopoy npuBepTana yBary Takumx BigoMUX
nitepatyposHaBuiB sk [bkoH KnentoH, CanmoH Kpituni, Ixab XaccaHn [3; 4; 6]. Ane
caame Tema Bipu B pomaHi E. JI. [Joktopoy «Micto Bbora» € manogocnimXeHoto.
AmMepuKkaHCcbknn gocnigHuk [hkoH KrnemtoH HasBaB MNUCbMEHHUKA «pagukanbHUM
EBPENCbKMM rymaHictom» [3, p. 54 — 55]. [deqaki gocnigHuku BBaxaroTb ipoHito E. J1.
[okTtopoy TeHAeHuieo OeKOoHCTpykTuBidaMy. Kputnk CanmoH Kpituni 3ayBaxye, LLO
HeMae HeobXigHOCTI nepeouiHlBaTM BMIMB LEKOHCTPYKTMBHOI TEOpii Ha poMaH.
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HekoHcTpykuis, 3a C. Kpituni B pomani E. J1. [Joktopoy «BiabyBaeTbcs eTu4HoO» [4, p.
54]. Ha ocobnusocTi roro ctunio Bkasye Ixab XaccaH B ecce «[llowmpeHHa Oyxy B
NOCTMOAEPHICTCbKI Yacu: MK HirinliaMOM i BipOlO», KONMU BM3HA4Ya€e NOCTMOAEPHUN OyX
K «BIiAYYTTS TAEMHUYOrO», TOrO, WO CTOITb «3a iPOHIElD, KiTYeM, nacTiwe» i «rotTose
no Hagii» [6, p. 18].

AKTyanbHiCTb ~ Hawoi  cTatTi  3ymoBreHa  noTpeboi  npoaHanisyBaTu
ManoAoCrigKeHi acnektn AopobKy NMCbMEHHUKA, a came Temy penirii B TBop4yocTi E.
J1. NokTtopoy. HaykoBa HOBM3HA OOCIMKEHHA Nonsrae B 34iMCHEHHI aHanidy pomaHy
«Micto bora» E. J1. [JokTopoy 3 TOYKM 30py OCHOBHUX ifen Ta moTueiB. MeToto cTaTTi €
BMBYEHHS MOTUBY CEHCY Ta 3HaA4eHHdA Bipu B TBOpi. Peanisauisa metn moxnumeBa 3a
YMOBW pPO3B'AI3aHHA Takux 3aBAaHb: 1) npoaHanidyBatm pomaH «Micto Bora» 3
nornagy ronoBHUX MOTUBIB; 2) 3poOMTM  OeTanbHUK aHani3a po3yMiHHS penirii B
3a3Ha4yeHOMY pPOMaHi.

PomaH «Micto Bora» nepepae igeto, WO 3any4yeHHsa peniril 40 CBITOCNPUMMaHHSA
nepenbadae Big4yTTA OYXOBHOI KPU3WM Ha SIKOMYCb eTani XUTTH, ane came 4vepes Lo
HeBIANOBIAHICTb BHYTPILWHLOrO CBITY OTOYYHOHOMY CepefoBuLLY MU NiAWTOBXYEMOCS
A0 HOBOro PO3yMiHHSI CeHcy OyTTs. [epon poMaHy XpUCTUSIHCLKUA CBALWEHHUK [lem
nepexuB Taky Kpuay Ta 3MiHUB penirinHe ceiTobavyeHHs.

Y cBoin kHusi 2010 poky «lMocTMogepHICTCbKa Bipa: aMmepuKaHcbka nitepatypa Ta
peniria 3 1960 p.» Emi XeHrepdopa gocnigxye 3bepexeHHs penirii B NOCTCY4YaCHOCTI.
XaHrepdops HaBoAUTb [OKa3uM MNaHyBaHHS Bipu 6e3 ceHcy y nitepatypi Apyroi
nonosmHu XX ctonitt4 [7, p. 25].

[MuTaHHa ceHcy i Ges3rnysgocTti BuainseTbca i B pomadi E. J1. [oktopoy. 3a
CIOXKETOM «CEHC» peniril 3a3Hae Kpuaun B ernoxy NoCTMOAEPHY, i B pe3ynbTaTi penirinHa
Bipa mae 6yTn nepepobneHa. NocTtmoaepHiam B AMepuui XX CTONITTS Ma€e KOpPiHHSA B
NOCT-CTPYKTypaniami, B sikoMy Taki mucnuteni, a9k PonaHg Bapt i Miwens ®yko,
nokasanu CTPYKTYpU MOBM, 4Yepe3 $Ki CIPUAMAETbCS 3HAYEHHS HeHadinHocTi. Y
NOEAHaHHI 3 UMM aBafudate cTonitts Oyno ceigkom [onokocTy.

Mopuc BnaH4yo nuwe, WO UuUA iCTOpUYHaA MoAdisa 3pyMHOBana CeHC BIipWU, «He
noknagawumcb Ha Te, WO Moxe OyTu niaTBepaxeHo, abo wWo moxe 6yTu
cnpoctoBaHe» [1, p. 47]. B ymoBax HeBuMOBHOCTI [onokocty peniria BTpaTtuna
CEHC,HEMOXNNBO Byno yceigomMuTu 1i 3Ha4YeHHs. [NepcoHaxi pomaHy E. J1. [JokTopoy
HamaratTbcs 36epertn abo BiAHOBUTU BipY.

€spencekun ginocop MapTiH bybep y cBoin poboTi dopmynoe pensduiiHe
PO3YMIHHS peniril: BiH NOKMagae NpakTUKy iHTepnpeTauil TeKCTy B KOHTEKCTi CBOEl
icTopuyHOi gobwn. Ha gymky pocnigHuka, B OCHOBI  «iHTeprpeTauin-npopouts» €
PO3YMiHHS TOro, Wo ManbyTHe He biKkcyeTbes. Yepes npopouTsa NIOANHY 3aKNuKarTb
nepernaHyT! TON WNAX, SKMM BOHA B AaHWU Yac nae, Ta NoBepHyTUCh. [10 «NpopoYmx»
pPO3yMiHb Bipn HanexuTtb i pomaH «Micto bora», ge ctani cnocobu nisHaHHSA 3HMKaKTb
Ta AOrMaTUYHE MUCIIEHHS 3aMiHIOETLCA HOBUM TUNOM MUCIIEHHS.

KynbmiHauieto pomaHy € OyxOBHe MNpO3piHHA Ta BiQHOBMEHa Bipa CBALLEHHHUKA
Tomaca lNembepToHa y pesynbTaTi «quest for a believable God» [5, p. 98] («nowykis
BipHOro Bora»). Moro Bipa CTMKAETbCA 3 3pOCTaOYMM MOYYTTAM NOMUMKOBOCTI Bibnii i
noro ctypboBaHicTio Woao «<...> the relentless and unimaginable genocidal cruelties
shuddering across the world in our age» [5, p. 266] («<...> HeBbnaraHHOl Ta
HEMUCINMOI FreHOLMOHOI XXOPCTOKICTi, ka 34pUraeTbCa y BCbOMY CBITi B Hall 4acy).
Pedopmictcbka xiHka-pabuH Capa bniomeHTans Buknagae [llemy KoHuenuito
PO3yMiHHA CBALLLEHHMX NMUCaHb Ta icTopii, 3rigHo dinocogii M. bybepa, sk npopouTs.
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BiguyTTs HECNPOMOXHOCTI cTae HanbinbLo cunoto NembepToHa, OCKINbKU BOHO
NiAWTOBXYE MOro 4O HOBOrO PiBHSA Mi3HAHHSA, MOro BTpaTta CeHCy Bipu — e katactpoda,
sKa TpaBMye, ane i Befe 00 BiApOLKEHHS.

LleHTpanbHa cloxeTHa niHiA poMaHy [MOYMHAETBCA Ha BYUUAX HWXKHLOIO
MaHxeTTeHa, ge lNem Lwykae nigkasku, Wo npusBedyTb NOro OO BUKpadadiB xpecta. Y
UMX po3sginax, no3HayeHux 3arorioBkom «Heist», pomaH npuBoauTb A0 300pakeHHs
HLLIOro »OPCTOKOro CBiTy, BiAMIHHOrO Bif UEHTpanbHOro panoHy Hbro-ﬂopka. MNem
BiguyBae cebe Ha UuX BynvuUsIX ik BAOMA, NOrMAMHaK4mM iX napagokcanbHe NoegHaHHs
TBEPAOCTi Ta 3MIHHOCTI. Te, WO 1horo Metadi3nyHi NOLWYKN NOYMHAKTLCA Ha BigHMX
Bynuuax MaHxeTTeHa, cnyrye HaTSKoOM Ha [Ba OKpeMunx MicTa B O4HOMMEHHOMY TBOPI
ABryctnHa — 3eMHOro micra Ta micta boxoro.

OpHe 3 nepwux BM3HaAYeHb TEPMiHA «CBITCbKa MogMHa» nondrano B BU3HAYEHHI
yrieHa OyXOBEHCTBA, KU He XMBE B MOHACTUPCbKIM caMOTHOCTI. [lpoxoasum no
ByNnuuUaxX Micta, Nem cTae «CBITCbKMM», TOBTO CBSILLLEHHOCNYXUTeNnem «y CBiTi». BiH
BiquyBae cebe OEeTEKTUBOM, SIKUM MOAOPOXYE MK ABOMA CBiTaMW, MOSIOHEHUM MiX
ABoma Mictamm ABryctuHa. Pi3ka po36iKHICTb NPOTUMEXHUX CBITiIB (CBITCLKOrO i
penirintHoOro) CUMBOI3Y€E HarNpy>XeHiCTb Yacy 300paXXeHoro B LibOMY POMaHi.

[Mem y poni geTekTBa 3a3Ha€e HeBAadi, MOKM BiH He BiAMOBUTLCA Bif HEOOXiOHOCTI
oTpumaTu uiTki Bignosiai. Moro Heegaua e, Hacnpasai, HaNbiNbWUM yCnixoMm, TaK siK
[Mem wykaB ceHcy. PeanbHuUn kBecTtoM cTae nowyk bora, micig, aky BiH noginde 3
Caporo Ta [xowya. Hamaratouncb posnnyTaTu OEeTEKTUBHY iCTOPIilO, BiH CXOXWA Ha
Mima, ronosHoro repos eanHoro pomaHy Earapa Annada lMo, kv noTiM BigMOBUBCS
Bil OETEKTMBHOIO XaHpy Ha KOPUCTb MOLyKiB ceHcy Bipwu. NepcoHax E. J1. [JokTopoy
roeoputb npo cebe Haye 4ymTae crnosa MonuTBu: «SO here is your servant the
Reverend Dr. Thomas Pemberton...He has failed his training as a detective, having
solved nothing. May he nevertheless pursue You? God? The Mystery?» [5, p. 42]
(«Ocb TBIN pab npenogobHuin Tomac MNembepToH ... BiH He nponwoB BUNpobyBaHHS sk
AeTeKTUB, HiYoro He BupiwmMBLWN. YuM BiH, NpoTe, MoXe cnigysaTtn 3a Tobow? borom?
TaemHnLEe?»).

Jlepo lNaHek HasuBae xaHp pomaHy «Micto bora» OeTEeKTUBHOK (daHTaCTUKOLO,
TaK AK BiH NOYMHAETBLCA 3 KiHUS, 3aKiHYEHHSI BiQOMO, i pO3noBigaeTbCs icTopis, Wwob
Tyau notpanutu [8, p. 26]. Lia npaktnka 4nTaHHA 3 KiHUA BiANOBigA€ BU3HAYEHHIO
anokanintudHoro uMtaHHa M. ByGepa, ge Tex KiHeub BXe HanucaHo. Capa NOACHIoE
CBOIM rpomMagi, Wo TeKcTu pabuHiB, 1X KOAeKcu nosediHkn € «<...> the group voice
trying to enunciate over time what it means to be a civilized human being...but the key
to all of this is ‘over time» [5, p. 247] («<...>KONIEKTUBHMUM FOfIOCOM, SIKMA HaMaraeTbCs
3 Yyacom nporofowyBaTu, WO O3Ha4Yae OyTu UMBINI3OBaHMM IOOWHOK ... ane
KIHOYOBUM CIIOBOM € «3 YacomMy). Capa Kngae BUKIUK CBOIM Criyxayam, CMTaBLUM YK
3yNMHUBCS Yac, BUCMOBIIOKYM CNiB3BYYHE TBEPAKEHHS 3 AyMKo PonaHga bapta npo
Te, WO «HeMae IHWOro 4Yacy, HiK 4ac UbOro MOMEHTY i KOXHOro TEeKCTYy BIiYHO
HanucaHoro TyT i 3apa3» [9, p. 144]. CeHc Bipy He Moxe OyTu 3HaWaeHwn pas i
Ha3aBXaw.

[Mig yac B3aemogii 3 enuckonom, NMem BigyyBae, WO CTUKAETHCA 3 3060B'A3aHHAM
3aTBepAnTU Nornaaun Ha penirito, NPo ki BiH Mae cepnosHi cymHiBu. BiH BigvyBae cebe
NOB'A3aHUM 3 MEBHUM iHLWIMM CMOCOBY MPOYUTAHHA penirii, Wo nepellKkospKae Noro
3B'a3koM 3 borom, a He nonerwye noro. CyMHiBM B XPUCTUSIHCBKIN TpaauLii CNpUYnHEH
TMM, wWo bibnia € icTopyyHMM OOKYMEHTOM, HanuUCcaHWUM AeKinbkoma onosigadamu, a
NnoTiM NepeknageHnM i BiATBOPEHUM: SIK MOACHIOETLCA B pomaHi B «[1oBigoMMneHHi npo
BcecBiT», ue «a redacted communal creation» [5, p. 54] («BigpegaroBaHe cnifibHe
TBOPIHHS»).
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Y cBoin kHU3i «CeiToBUI Bik» Yapnb3 Tewnnop 3ayBaxye, WO B iCTOpIl icCHyBana
TOYKa, B sIKin npoymTaHHsa Bibnil ctano 6ykBanbHMM, WO BKAoYano O6ibninHy igeto
KOCMOCY, sika BWHWKIA 3 HAyKOBOro KOHTEKCTy. [lpo ue BiH nuwe, «nopsg 3
NPOTECTAHTCbKMM aKLeHTOM Ha bibnito sk Ha ocTaTovHWMA aBTOPUTET, NPU3BENO A0
npuayweHHa ctapworo, 6aratoBapiaHTHoro 6ibninHoro komeHTaps» [11, p. 330]. 3
LbOro yacy nioam 3sepHynuca oo bibnii 3a xpoHonorieto CBiTy.

Tak B poMaHi BUCBITNOETLCA NUTAHHS NOTPEeOM B HAYKOBO-NEPEBIPEHNX QKepenax,
Ha sKi cnupaeTbes Bipa. Ha gymky lNema, «The biblical stories, the Gospel stories,
were the original understandings, they were science and religion, they were all anyone
had. But they didn’t write themselves. We have to acknowledge the storyteller’s work»
[5, p. 65] («BibninHi icTopil, icTopii €BaHrenii, 6ynn opuriHanbHUMN PO3YMIHHAMMU, BOHU
Oynu Haykol Ta penirieo, BCi BOHM Manu. Ane BOHM cami He nucanu. Mum noBUHHI
BM3HaTu poboTy onosigayar). BiH BBaxae, o rotye nponosigb: «We think we know --
of course we think we know. But how do we distinguish our truth from another’s falsity,
we of the true faith, except by the story we cherish? Our story of God. But, my friends,
| ask you: Is God a story?» [5, p. 14] («Mu gymaemo, My 3HaeMO - 3BMYaANHO, MU
AYMaeMo, WO 3HAeEMO, ane 9K MW MOXEMO BIOPI3HATW Hawy npaBay Big 4YyXol
HenpasgM, Hally Bipy Bifg iCTUHHOI BipW, KpiM Tiel icTopii, Skoo My gopoxmnmo? Hawwa
icTopiss npo borax). lMicna 3arnbeni yonosika Capwu [xowya, [lem 3HaxoguTb HOBUK
3MICT CninkyBaHHA 3 borom — BiH 3aCHOBaHWW He Ha OOorMaTu3Mi, a Ha BigHOCKHaX.
Capa BuUMTb [lema HOBOMY PO3YMIHHIO CBSILLEHHUX TEKCTIB, B SIKMX pO3roBigadvi €
YacTMHOK po3mMoBK, TOOBTO CesileHHoro [ucaHHs, B Akomy ntoauHa i bor BeayTtb
pianor.

Y «MicTti bora» nonicoHiss HapaTMBHNX FOSIOCIB TaKOX BaXknuBa Af11 CTBOPEHHS B
pPOMaHi HeCTIMKOro NpoCTopy, KN iIMITye po3bUTUIA CBIT, B SKOMY >XMBe ntogcTBo. [o
TOro XX, Y CTPYKTYpi pOMaHy FOJ'IOKOCT € BiANpPaBHOO TOUKOIO AnS cbparlvleHTapHoro
rOJ'IOKOCTy Ta B'eTHamcbKol BiHW. [1lemM He Moxe 3po3iMiTh «<...> how a supposedly
omniscient God such as Yourself would allow these human catastrophes to occur» [5,
p. 266] («<...> gk Xe HibuTo BCcesHatouun bor, Takunm gk T cam, AO3BONUTb 34INCHUTH
Ui kaTacTpodm noacTeay).

Ansa eBpeiB Tparegis onokocty 6yna BTpaTolo Bcboro: «Everything taken away,
little by little, until there is only life left to take away» [5, p. 204] («Bce noctynoBo
3abupanu, NoKN He 3anuKMNoCh eguHe XUTTs, Wwob 3abpatu»). [Bi CTOPIHKKM poMaHy
NPUCBSAYEHI HaUUCTCbKOMY nepeniky npeameTiB  «lygencbkoro ictopudHoro abo
aHTPOMOSOriYHOro iHTepecy», KM ByB KOHICKOBaHM y €BpeIB. Y CMNUCKY NO3HaYeHi
BCi Mebni xpamy, KOXHUA disN4HUA CMMBOST Bipn. TM camunmM, B pOMaHi NnpeacTaBneHo
BCe, Wo BbykBanbHO i MeTacopnyHo Bigibpanu y espeis. XKXutta Nema nicna kpagikku
XpecTa Bigobpaxae; Wwo TpannseTbca 3 penirieto nicnsa Toro, sk it CMMBONM BTpayeHi. Y
CBOIX NoLuyKax BiH 3yCTpidyae TUX, XTO BTpaTuB BCe.

[bxouwlya HamaraeTbCs BiAHOBUTU AEKifbKa 30LUTIB, LLO MICTATb CBiAYEHHS, 3iOpaHi
B retro, ge »xuB ©Oatbko Capu. CsigyeHHs npo [OMOKOCT € LWe OoaHUM
GaratoHapaTMBHUM TEKCTOM, SIKM 06'egHye Kinbka onosigadvis. BigHoBuTM 3anucu
reTTo He BOAETLCA i Le cTae HaragyBaHHSM MPO HEMOXIIMBICTb CKMagaHHSA LiniCHoI
icTopii nicns MonokocTty. NemM HeOAHOPa30BO CTBEPAXKYE, WO HIXTO HE B 3MO3i NMcaTu
npo xutt4. BiH kaxe, «<...> no writer can reproduce the actual texture of living life»
(<...> «wKoOeH NMUCbMEHHMK HE MOXE BiOTBOPUTU (PaKTUUHY TEKCTYPY KUBOTO XUTTS»)
[5, p. 47] i «The experience of experience is untransmittable» («[ocBig poceiay
HEMOXNNBO nepenatu») [5, p. 178]. Ane konn EBepeTT nuwe npo xepTtBy [0NokocTy,
Capa 3ayBaxye: «It may be inaccurate, but it's quite true. | don’t know how, but you
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caught my father's voice» [5, p. 146] («Le moxe 6yTn HeTo4HO, ane LuinNKom
cnpaBeasniMeo. S He 3Hato, SIK, ane Tu 3fI0BUB rofioc Moro 6atbkay).

3Bigcn MoxHa 3pobuT BUCHOBOK, LLO B POMaHi nopyLliyetTbca npobnema BigHOCWH
noanHn 3 borom nicnga 4vacie [onokocty. Po3gymn B pomaHi npo Teopito BenmnKoro
BUBYXY, NPO TBOPEHHS MTaxiB HE MarTb JIOMYHOro 3akiH4YeHHS. Lle cBiguuTb Npo Te,
LLIO NOXOAXXeHHs BcecBiTy € cepieto 3arafiok, Ha ski Hemae Bignosigi.

Tomy y poMaHi 34iNCHI0ETLCA cnpoba NOACHUTYM Ui TAEMHULi 3 TOYKN 30py MY3UKMU.
[MicHi nponoHyoTb YHiBepcanbHi icTuHn. Y «MicTti Bora» ctBepgxyetbcs: «And when a
song is good, a standard, we recognize it as expressing a truth. Like a formula, it can
apply to everyone, not just the singer» [5, p. 61] («Konu nicHa gobpe, Mn BU3HaAeEMO Le
AK iICTUHY. SAK dpopMyna, BOHa CTOCYETbCS KOXHOrO, a He NPOCTO crniBaka»). Ha gymky
E. J1. [JokTopoy, niCHi € iHOEeKCOM Haworo emMouinHOro Xuttd. Bu moxeTte uutatn
ManbyTHe, NpoYnTasBLuM cTaHgapTu [5, p. 28].

[MpoBeneHe OOCNIOKEHHA O03BONMWUIIO BU3HAYUTU, WwWo B pomMaHi E. J1. [okTtopoy
«Micto bora» aHani3yloTbCsi aMepUKaHCbKi OYXOBHI NparHeHHs B nepiog HayKoBOro
nporpecy Ta BinbHogymcTBa. Po3noBigi HaykoBUiB NPO KOCMOrOHIYHI noail Ta onosigi
Npo CTBOPEHHA CBiTY borom B cuMHarosi — O3Haku iCTOPUYHOrO AUCKYpCY Ta Midoy
CTBOPEHHA — 3MiWyTbCA B TBOpPi. lael GanaHcy MK cy4acHOK Haykow Ta
TpaguuinHOK penirieto, NpUpoan BipM NpeacTaBneHi B  OUCKYPCi NOCTMOAEPHOT
Hepiwy4ocCTi. ICTUHHI MopanbHi MNepeKkoHaHHA BNUCaHi B CKENTUYHY napagurmy
NOCTMOLEPHI3MY.
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PEUHTEPNPETAUNA CEHCA PEJIUTUN B POMAHE
3.71. AOKTOPOY «'PAQl BOXWUW»
A. C. KpaBueHko, M. JloBuuek

AHHOmMauyusi. B cmambe paccmampusaemcss Momue CMbIC/ia U 3HaqyeHusl eepbl 8
XU3HU Yeriogeka 8 pomaHe «[opod boza» no3d0Hezao nepuoda meopyecmea
COBPEMEHHO20 amepuKkaHCKo20 rnucamerns Odzapa JloypeHca [Jokmopoy kak obpa3sua
numepamypbl  nocmmodepHuama. «lopod boza» sensemcss pPoOMaHOM-OHEBHUKOM
namsimu, pempocCrekmueHbIM 832/1500M 2/1a8HO20 2ePOosi Ha rpouwisioe, Ymobbl MOHSIMb
MPUYUHbI C80€20 HbIHEWHE20 COCMOSIHUS Kpu3uca 8epbl U Halumu OyXO8HYH 2apMOHUI.
Croxxem npedcmaernieH HEIUHEUHO, XaOmuYHbIMU 80CMOMUHAHUSMU U  MbICIISMU
rnepcoHaxel, KOmMopble repecekaomcsi ¢ u3obpaxeHuem uXx HblHewHezo. CodenaHa
rnonbimka ornpedenums 0CObeHHocmu cmurns nucamersnsi Kak rnpedcmasumerns
niumepamypbl MIocmMmodepHuU3Ma.

Knoueeble  criosa:  coepemMeHHasi — aMepukaHckass — numepamypa,  MOmus,
ucmopuoepachudeckas Memarnposa, nrocmmooepHusm, E. J1. [Jokmopoy

REINTERPRETATION OF RELIGION IN THE NOVEL “CITY OF GOD”

BY E. L. DOCTOROW
A.S. Kravchenko, M. Lovitsek

Abstract. In this study, we examine E. L. Doctorow’s novel “City of God” (2000)
closely, in part because E. L. Doctorow has surpassed all other living writers in his XIX and
XX centuries’ American life vivid depictions. The aim of this work is to determine religious
issues in the novel. The novel depicts the last decades of the cultural and intellectual life of
the twentieth century. According to E.L. Doctorow, if religion is disappears, science will
replace it. However, science, becoming a new religion, reveals the foundations of culture
to discount the importance of modernist theories regarding ontogenetic and phylogenetic
revolution.

Critics call “City of God” E.L. Doctorow’s novel “puzzle”, non-linear, dotted and
fragmentary, philosophical historical metafiction written in style of jazz improvisation.
Pemberton is the typical protagonist that presents many modernist main characters who
got Gnostic revelation. He thinks that the theft of large cross from the church and its
appearance on the roof of a Jewish synagogue is sign of heaven. Pemberton interprets it
as the necessity for reconciliation between the old and new, Jewish and Christian. This
conviction leads him to return to the old faith and marriage to Sarah. E.L. Doctorow renews
the motive of balance between opposites referring to the need for harmony between
science and religion. At first pages of the novel unknown narrator describes creation of the
universe and raises a number of questions which cannot be answered without a
transcendent revelation: in his view, the idea of God is balanced by its existential reflection
in the infinity of the universe. The narrator is unable to resolve the existential aspirations of
people. At the very beginning reader understand that religion is the main theme of the
novel.

This study allows determining in the novel by E.L. Doctorow “City of God” such main
issues as: problems of balance between modern science and traditional religion; the
nature of faith. The Bible is the prototype of the novel in structure, because an amalgam of
literary genres conforms to the same topic.

The main idea of the novel is the endless person’s aspiration for spiritual purification.
The fact that people like Pemberton and Sarah need to believe in God as the Creator,
according to modern physics and cosmology proves that there is a “an evolved moral
sense” and metaphysical strivings.

Keywords: modern American literature, motives, postmodernism, E.L. Doctorow,
historiographical novel
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