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Abstract. Introduction. The article reveals the problem of developing the professional communicative
competence of a future lawyer in the process of foreign language training as one of the most actual issues of higher
education. Learner-centered and knowledge-centered learning environment of preparation of law students is
underlined in the article. The author analyses different scientific approaches to the definition of professional
communicative competence. This notion includes such components as speech skills and social-cultural set of
knowledge both in language and in professional sphere and the ability to apply them effectively appropriately and
creatively in practical professional legal situations.

The purpose of research is to analyze the main characteristics of professional communicative competence of
future lawyer in the process of foreign language study and effective teaching methods of its development.

Results of research. The author exposes the effective teaching methods and technologies of law students
professional communicative competence development in the process of learning English as a foreign language. The
article describes communication-based activities that promote active foreign language learning and develop
communicative competence of future lawyers in the process of learning English. These activities are grouped into
game-based activities, teacher-student and student-student interaction, discussions and debates. New techniques
for ensuring law students’ professional communicative competence development in the process of learning English
on the basis of these types of activities are presented in the article. The course outline covers professional-oriented
topics according to a particular area of law (Business Law, Health Care Law, Constitutional Law, Migration services,
Environmental Law, Criminal Law, and Intellectual Property Law). A detailed description of communication-based
practice for developing the professional communicative competence of future lawyers in the process of learning
English is presented in this article.

Conclusion. Game-based, project-based and brainstorm activities, case studies, discussions have been
established to be among the most effective means for future lawyers’ professional communicative competence
development.

Keywords: communicative competence, future lawyers, foreign language study, communication-based
activities.
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Introduction. The problem of formation modern domestic and international labor market.
and further development of professional Analysis of recent researches. The
communicative competence of future specialists, problem of forming and mastering communicative
in the field of law in particular, has become one of competence of a future lawyer has paid attention
the most essential issues of higher education. The of many scientists. Thus, A. Bochevar,
globalization and integration world tendencies, S. Husarev, L. Nasilenko, O. Tykhomyrov
changes in society, economics, technology, shift analyzed the necessity of future lawyers’
in contemporary higher educational system to communicative competence formation in the
learner-centered and knowledge-centered process of professional training. Sabri T. S.
learning environment have influenced the process Ahmed, Sunil V. Pawar, D. Demchenko,
of preparation of law students. T. Maleyeva devoted their study to the problem of

Development of law students’ formation of foreign language communicative
communicative competence in the process of competence. Still, in spite of numerous scientific
studying English as a foreign language in researches the problem of law students’
particular is an aim that learners and teachers professional communicative competence
strive to achieve. It should be noted that in legal development in the process of foreign language
profession communicative competence is of great learning has not been studied in its entirety.
importance, as it, firstly, determines the success The purpose of the article is to analyze
of legal vocational activity, and moreover, the main characteristics of professional
people’s life and society on the whole [5]. It is also communicative competence of future lawyers and
a key to success in the legal profession, which present practical implementation of
identifies competitiveness for future lawyers on communication-based activities for its
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development in the process of foreign language
training.

The research methods: The following
theoretical and practical methods of pedagogical
research have been used in the article: theoretical
analysis of scientific researches, methods of
logical generalization, observation, interview and
guestioning.

Results and discussion. The profound
analyses of scientific studies permit us to assert that
“‘competence is understood as awareness and
authority; integrated ability of the individual to perform
activities successfully; deep knowledge of the subject;
personal quality (set of qualities); integration of
knowledge and skills, norms, emotional and value
attitude and reflection; characteristics of education;
educational results” [7, p. 88].

A professionally competent person is
characterized as a specialist who has sufficient
professional knowledge, abilities, professional
interest, professional approach and professional
attitude to work and is able to effectively
implement professional activity and anticipate its
consequences [7, p.89].

A specialist in the legal field is
characterized by the following competences [6, 7]:

1. Psychological competences: cognitive,

volitional and emotional, perceptual, and
mnemonic.

2. Personal competences: intellectual
abilities (mind, logic, originality, prudence);
personal traits (initiative, honesty, integrity,
confidence, independence, energy,  self-

organization); reflection; creativity (readiness for
quick mastering of new forms of work, willingness
to find out new effective ways of performing the
usual types of activities; flexibility, novelty,
curiosity).

3. Social competencies: social psychology;
willingness to cooperate; interact with the
surroundings; emotional intelligence  and
responsibility.

4. Professional and managerial competencies:
knowledge of the regulatory framework governing
activities; knowledge of managerial and technological
aspects of legal activity; knowledge and skills of basic
control  methods and  effective  business
communication [7].

5. Practice skills (both professional skills,
such as identifying existing problems in legal
services, knowledge of current system of law and
legal service, and interpersonal skills, including
emotional intelligence, ability to work in a
teamwork and collaboration), business skills

(accounting and finance), legal project
management, internationalization and cross-
border practice of law, inter-disciplinary

experience, and resilience [6].
Along with other professional competences
(personal-motivational competence, practical

activity competence, special competence,
professionally legal competence, personal
competence, psychological competence, socio-
psychological competence, socio-perceptual
competence etc.) communicative competence
takes a special place in professional activities of a
lawyer [4, 7, 8].

Communicative competence is related to
the knowledge of the language and the ability to
implement this knowledge in practical situations to
meet communication needs [1, p. 302].
Communicative competence is defined as a
system of knowledge, language and non-
language skills; a set of internal resources,
necessary to build effective communication; the
ability to perform productive tasks in the process
of communication and interpersonal interaction [7,
p.94]. It also can be defined as knowing linguistic
and non-linguistic communication rules and the
ability to implement it effectively and appropriately
in communicative situations in order to reach
communicative objectives [1, p. 304]; as a
particular level of language skills, speech, social
and cultural knowledge, skills and abilities, which
make it possible to vary reasonably person’s
communicative  behavior according to the
functional  predictors of foreign language
communication and to build the ground for the
qualified activities in different professional areas [3,
p. 150]. D. Demchenko and T. Maleyeva rightly
underlined that communicative competence is an
indispensable part of professional competence of
a lawyer that comprises knowledge of linguistic
means, speech skills and abilities, which allow a
lawyer to perform interaction and communication
effectively, to work with various legal documents,
to use reasonably language and speech means
for fulfilling special tasks and terms of
communication [5, p. 269]. Thus, communicative
competence of a future lawyer in the process of
learning English includes such components as
speech skills of a foreign language, social and
cultural knowledge of a foreign language (English)
and knowledge in legal vocational sphere and the
ability to apply it effectively, appropriately and
creatively in practical professional legal situations
to perform professional tasks.

It also includes the ability to determine the
persuasiveness of the arguments in the
assessment of previously unknown conditions and
circumstances; to synthesize the relevant
concepts in the context of the analyzed problem
and demonstrate their own vision of ways of its
solution; to formulate professional judgments
based on the analysis of a known problem; to
evaluate the disadvantages and advantages of
arguments by analyzing a problem; provide advice
on possible ways to protect the rights and
interests of clients in different legal situations.

Communicative competence is also defined
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as the integrative resource of an individual that
provides successful communicative activity. It
contains not only those components that can be
measured by language testing, but also other
personal properties such as the general level of
intelligence, the general worldview, system of the
interpersonal relationships, special professional
knowledge, potential for personal development in
mastering a foreign language [2].

Communicative competence includes:
grammatical competence (knowledge of lexical units,
grammar rules and structures, language rules in
phonetics, = morphology, syntax, phonology);
sociolinguistic (sociocultural regulations of language
usage); strategic competence (communication
strategies that are able to compensate drawbacks in
communication); discourse competence (skills of
combination of language functions and structures into

a coherent text); macro skills of a language (skills of
speaking, writing, listening, and reading) [1].

Among practices that promote active foreign
language learning can be used communication-based
and task-based activities. These types of foreign
communication practice play an essential role in
communicative competence development compared
with reproductive learning strategies that are aimed at
imitating, memorizing and repeating and which focus
on a particular language structure as a substitute of
(instead of) the appropriate language use [1].

In our research we designed and
successfully implemented a course outline for
developing the professional communicative
competence of future lawyers in the process of
learning English. It is based on communicative
activities and may be modified and altered.

Table 1

Communication-based activities for developing the professional communicative competence of future
lawyers in the process of learning English

Areas of Law Topics Year
of study

Types of Communication-based practice

Business Law Small-business law 1

Corporate law

Interview “How to start business in the USA: legal
aspects”

Project “Starting your business: legal aspects”
Brainstorm activity: studying legal peculiarities of
different forms of business (sole proprietorship,
partnership,  corporation), working with legal
documents (contract, agreement).

Health Care Law Heath laws and 1 Data analysis on the topic upon medical fraud
regulations on insurance Small group discussions “How to increase the number
medicine of blood donors: legal aspects”

Medical malpractice Writing a_letter of complaint

Constitutional Law Principles enshrined in 1

the Constitution

Individual rights vested
by the constitution

Oxford debates on the inherent powers of a state
(branches of government, separation of powers)
Constitutional law conference (Women'’s rights)

Documents for visa 1
regulations, instructions
to get immigration permit

Migration services

An interview “How to get a Visa”

gathering information on the topic “Irregular migration”

Environmental Law Pollution control 2

Climate change

Case study “A claim against a plant because of
emission of air pollutants into the atmosphere”

Project on Environmental Law Making in Ukraine
Survey “Climate change risks and climate litigation”

Criminal Law Crime and punishments 2

Types of offences

Types of evidence

Expressing opinions “Death penalty (pro and cons)”
Student project “Witness Protection in Ukraine”
Simulation “The Crane case”

Storytelling activity “At the customs (drug smuggling)”

Intellectual Property | Patent law 2
Law Trademark law
Copyright law

Listening “An interview with a client”

Devising a more efficient way to protect intellectual
property

Dialogues “In a courtroom”

The course outline covers a number of
topics from different areas of law and
communication-based practice for developing the

professional communicative competence of future
lawyers in the process of learning English for first-
and second-year law students. In our research we
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summed up some activities, based on the
researchers’ studies in teaching English as a
foreign language, observation, interview and
qguestioning and teaching experience, which
promote developing law students’ communicative
competence. Thus, we used such activities as:

Game-based activities (simulation and role-
plays) are considered to be an effective tool for
developing law  students’ communicative
competence. Such activities proved to be effective
in developing communicative competence of
future lawyers while learning English and turn the
process of language acquisition into interesting
and interactive activities [1]. Law students are
involved in practical language situation from
professional field in particular. Learners develop
their creative potential, reproducing a certain trial
(from a real life or composed), fulfilling the roles of
a judge, a prosecutor, a victim, an eye-witness or
a defender etc.

Teacher—student and student-student
interaction stimulates law students’ motivation for
learning foreign languages. In this case a teacher
performs a role of a facilitator and co-creator and
students are active participants of the learning
process. They also act as knowledge builders,
problem solvers and reflexive learners in different
types of activities. These types of practice usually
include active group work, brainstorming, and
dialogue, where students are encouraged to
converse in pairs and groups, cultivate their
communicative competence and self-confidence
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PO3BUTOK NMPO®ECIMHOI KOMYHIKALIIMHOI KOMHE'[EHTHQCTI MAWBYTHIX IOPUCTIB
B NMPOLUECI BUKNAOAHHA AHIMIIMCBbKOI MOBU
0. B. YUnxunkoBa

AHomauisi. AkmyarnbHicmb O0CTIOXeHHS nosisi2ae y 8UC8IMIeHHi cydacHUX memodie chopmy8aHHs i
rnodanbwo2o po3euUMKy MpPogeciliHoi KOMyHIKamugHOi KoMrnemeHmHocmi mMalbymHix ropucmig 8 npoueci
B8UBYEHHS1 aHenilicbkoi Mosu. Y cmammi po3Kpumo pi3Hi nidxoou 00 8u3Ha4vyeHHs1 npogheciliHol
KOMyHikamugHOi komrnemeHmHocmi. [NpogbeciliHa KoOMyHikamueHa KoMrnemeHmHicmbs MalbymHix ropucmie
OXOMJIOE 3HAHHSI MOBHUX pasusl ma MOBJIEHHEBUX HaBUYOK eeKmueHO20 U HanexHo20 8UKOPUCMaHHS
UuX 3HaHb, yMiHb ma MO8HUX 3acobig y npogbecilHil ropuduyHili cchepi. Taka KOMIemeHMHICMb BK/IHOYae
Pi3HI acrnekmu Moe8u, maki sk coyiosliHegicmuyHa, epamamuyHa, cmpameeziyHa, OUCKypcueHa KoMmremeHUuil,
ma MOBJIEHHESB] HAaBUYKU MaKpopieHsl. TaKuM YUHOM, KOMYHiKamueHa KOMIemeHmHicmb malbymHix
topucmie y npouyeci 8UBYEHHS aHanilCbKOi MO8U BK/oYae maki KOMIOHeHMU, K IHWOMOBHI MO8/IeHHESI
HagUYKU ma CyKyrnHicmb couiasibHO-Ky/IbmMypHUX 3HaHb 5K 3 IHO3eMHOI MO8U, mak i 8 npogbecilHil copepi, a
makox 30amHicmb eghekmueHO, O0PEeYHO ma KpeamueHO 3acmocosyeamu iX y npakmuyHit rpoghbecitiHiti
OpUBUYHIL disinibHOCM.

Mema cmammi - npoaHanisygamu OCHO8Hi  ¢hakmopu  npogheciliHOi  KOMYHiKamueHOI
KomremeHmHocmi mMalubymHix npaeso3Hasuie ma rnpedcmasumu npakmuyHy peanizauito npoepamu if
pPO38UMKY Ha OCHO8I Cy4YacHUX 8udie KOMyHikamueHOI isisieHOCMI y rpoueci 080/100iHHS IHO3€MHOK MOBOH
rnpogheciliHo20o CripsiMy8aHHs.

Pesynbmamu QociOXeHHs: y cmammi po3Kpumo egeKkmueHi Wisixu pPo3eUMKy pogeciltHoi
KOMYHIKamueHOoi KoMmrnemeHmHocmi MalbymHix topucmie y Mpoueci 8UBYEHHSI aHenilicbKoi Mosu SIK
iHo3eMHoI. Aemopom po3pobrieHo OemarnbHy ¢haKyfbmamueHy rpoepaMy pPo38UMKy rnpoghecitiHol
KOMYHIKamugHOi KoMremeHmHocmi MalbymHix rpaso3Hasuie y npoueci 8UBYEHHS aHasilicbKoi Mo8U Ha
OCHOBI Cy4YyacHUX iHmepakmueHUX eudie KoMyHikamueHoi OisribHocmi. [lpozpama oxonoe npogheciliHo-
opieHmosaHi memu 8idnoeidHo Ao neeHoi 2anysi npaesa (lidnpuemHuybke npaeo, KoHcmumyuyiliHe npaso,
MiepauyitiHe npaeo, EkonoziyHe npaeo, KpumiHanbHe npaso ma [lpaso iHmenekmyanbHOi enacHocmi). B
cmammi npedcmasneHo OemasibHUll ONuC Cy4YacHux eudie KOMYHIKamueHOI IHWOMOBHOI disnbHOCMI
malbymmHix ropucmie y npoueci 8u8YEeHHs aHanilicbkoi Mosu. KoxeH 8ud KOMyHikamueHoi disnbHocmi
po3pobrieHo 00 nesHoOi memu.

BucHoeku. Halibinbw ehekmusHumu memodamu  po38UMKY  rpOgheciliHoi  KOMyHIKamugHOI
KoMriemeHmMHocmi y npoueci 0805100iHHSI IHO3EMHOIO MO8OK € Memod rpoekmis, Ouckycii i debamu,
cumynsui.

lNepcnekmuesu nodanbuwiux po3ei0oK roe’sa3aHi i3 aHanizoMm iHpopmauilHux mexHosnogit y po3gsumky
KoMyHikamugHux 30i6Hocmel cmydeHmie HegbirnonoaiyHux creyiarbHocmeul y npoueci 8UBHEHHST IHO3EMHUX
mos.

Knroyoei cnosa: KomyHikamueHa KoMmremeHmHicms, MalbymHi npago3Hasui, 8UBYEHHSI IHO3EeMHUX
Mo8, suwa oceima, KOMyHikamugHa OisifibHiCMb.
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