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Abstract. The paper focuses on the triggers of conventional implicatures referring to the
human age description in English-based literary discourse. The study aims at identifying the
conventional implicatures triggered by temporal adverbs in their age modifying functions. To
achieve the purpose, the paper has applied the set of methods: the Grice's and neo-Gricean
inferential pragmatics to inference conversational implicatures triggered by temporal adverbs;
form / function pragmatics in elucidating conventionally embedded pragmatic meanings as well
as some elements of stylistic and contextual interpretation analyses of a literary text.

The major findings refer to the identification of the most frequent adverbial modifiers
triggering the conventional implicatures in the age-related narrations in English-based literary
discourse. The identified triggers encompass the temporal adverbs still, just, suddenly and
recently, which actualize the conventional implicatures due to their presuppositional
component of "time continuance" correlating with age semes. The most frequent marker of
embedded conventional meanings is the adverb still in its semantic components "so far" and
"even if’.

Age-related conventional implicatures usually modify the age descriptors of appearance
(with the implicature: “at that age, people usually don't look so good”) and behavior (with the
implicature: at this age, people usually do not behave this way”). Much less frequent are
conventional implicatures, associated with age-bound feelings or physical well-being.

The perspective of the undertaken research is the study of the conventional implicatures
in the characters’ conversational speech of English-based literary discourse.

Keywords: conventional implicature, age-related meanings, temporal adverbs,
pragmatic, literary discourse.

Introduction.  Conversational and for implicating meanings intended to be
conventional implicatures have been inferred by the reader.
traditionally studied on the basis of The purpose of the article is to
conversational speech — in view of their identify the conventional implicatures
specifics as the intentional meanings (either triggered by temporal adverbs in their age
unconventional, triggered by cooperative modifying functions.
maxims’ flouting or conventional based on Recent researches and publications.
the semantical or grammatical items’ Implicatures have been the focus of
agreed meanings). However, given the fact numerous linguistic studies. The term
that the literary text also represents a kind “conventional implicature” denoting the
of communication between the author and implicated while structurally triggered
the reader, who presumably possess some pragmatic phenomenon was first coined
“shared” knowledge about the usual rules and introduced into linguistics by G.P. Grice
of  communication, interaction  and [9]. Implicature is stated by Grice as a term
cooperation, it seems possible to assume “to account for what a speaker can imply,
that the author uses specific mechanisms suggest, or mean as distinct from what
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speaker literally says” [4, p. 31]. It can
occur in any kinds of communication —
either written or spoken.

As distinct from conversational or
discursive implicatures, conventional
implicatures are “predictable” since they
base on lexical items or other conventional
triggers of additional meanings, which are
conveyed regardless of the context. The
words such as only, too, even, yet, in spite
of, already, still as well as implicative verbs
like to manage to, to forget to, to force to,
etc. may result in the additional conveyed
meaning due to some aspects of their
semantic structure. A particular facet of
recent studies focuses on the problem of
conventional implicatures interplay with
other pragmatic phenomena, i.e. semantic
presuppositions and direct speech acts
illocutions [11].

Together with the phenomenon of
speech acts, the Gricean notion of
implicature has been applied to a literary
discourse analysis by J.R. Searle [16], G.

Currie [6], M.L. Pratt [13] and other
scientists. In the semiotic framework
specifics of interplay of pragmatic

phenomena in literary text have been
studied by [10]. In particular, the scientists
have made an attempt to identify some
correlations between the author’s
adherence to Cooperative Principle and the
maxims of cooperation and the level of his /
her responsivity to the reader’s face wishes
[op. cit., p. 26}.

Data and methods. The research data
have been collected from the literary
discourse based on the novels by M.
Cunningham [5], J.D. Salinger [15] and D.
Steel [18].

In data processing we have applied
descriptive qualitative approach within the
framework of conventional implicatures
analysis with regard to their indexing
triggers [9; 12; 14; 17]. The paper mostly
relies on adverbial modifiers as the markers
of conventional implicature, associated with
the age meanings. The research
methodology involves the  following
research methods: the Grice's and neo-
Gricean inferential pragmatics to inference

conversational implicatures triggered by
temporal adverbs; form / function
pragmatics in elucidating conventionally
embedded pragmatic meanings [1, p. 30]
as well as some elements of stylistic and
contextual interpretation analyses of a
literary text.

Results. The research focus of this
article has been the triggers of conventional
implications, related to the actualization of
“age” meanings. It is identified that the most
frequent triggers of such implications
include the adverbs still, just, suddenly,
recently, which in their presuppositional
meanings contain temporal semes. The
most common marker is the adverb still,
which usually triggers the conventional
implicature due to its presuppositional
meaning "so far", associated with the age,
as well as the semantic component of
"whatever" as in (1).

(1)You're still very young [18, p. 166]
(implicature: She is not young by her
biological age or by her feeling of one’s
biological age) A model with conventional
implicatures  can be  schematically
represented as follows:

Convimpl (VN1) # VN2 (impl),

where Convimpl means Conventional
Implicature, VN1 denotes the first
(explicated) verbal nominative of age), VN2
refers to the second (implicit) age meaning
contradicting to VN1, which is indicated by
#.

Usually, the temporal adverb still
modifies either the age descriptor of
appearance (with the implicature: “at that
age, people usually don't look so good” as
in (2), (3) and (5), or the behavioral
descriptor (with the implicature: at this age,
people usually do not behave this way” as
in (4).

(2) her mother was sixty-one, and still
a good-looking woman [18, p. 257]
(implicature: at sixty-one people usually
don't look that good); Model: VN #
Convimpl (VD-appearance), where VN
refers to verbal nominative of age and VD-
appearance denotes the verbal descriptive
of appearance, modified by Conventional
Implicature so as to contradict to VN.
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(3) She hardly had any wrinkles, and
still had a trim figure [18, p. 361]
(implicature: at her age, people usually
don't look so good); Model: VD 1-
appearance <> VD 2-appearance #
Convimpl (VN (impl)), displaying that two
mutually supportive verbal descriptors of

appearance  mismatch the verbal
nominative, triggered by Conventional
Implicature.

(4) At sixty-one, she was still working
[18, p. 26] (implicature: at sixty-one a
person may no longer work); Model: VN #
Convimpl (VD-behavior) displaying that that
the verbal descriptor of behavior supported
by Conventional Implicature, mismatches
the verbal nominative.

Fragment (5) involves two triggers of
conventional implicature: the adverb "still",
which actualizes an additional meaning “at
forty-two, women usually do not look thirty”,
and the presuppositional verb “looked”,
triggering the local conventional implicature
“he just makes that impression, he's not
really that young anymore”.

(5) At forty-two, he still looked thirty,
and was in fantastic shape [18, p. 31]
(Model: VN1 # Convimpl (VN2) < VD-
(appearance), showing that the second
verbal nominative of age (VN2) supported
both by Conventional Implicature and the
verbal descriptor of appearance
mismatches the first verbal nominative
(VN1).

Less frequent is the implicature, related
to the characteristic of physical well-being
as in (6) or feelings stereotypically
associated with a certain age, such as in
(7) and (8).

(6) Her memory is still excellent [18, p.
282] (implicature: at her age, people usually
have some memory problems, that is, she
is an elderly person); Model: Convimpl (VN-
impl) # VD (physical well-being).

(7) He said he was still a child himself
[18, p. 293] (implicature: he feels like a
child despite his age); Model: Convimpl
(VD (feeling)) < (VN1) # VN2 (impl).

(8) They were both around seventy
years old, or even more than that (...) you
wondered what the heck he was still living

for. | mean he was all stooped over, and he
had very terrible posture [15, p. 4]
(implicature indicated by still: usually at his
age and in his physical form others do not
feel the meaning of life); Model: VN <>
Convimpl (vD (feeling)) # VD
(appearance).

Therefore, the adverb still is one of the
most frequent triggers of conventional
implicature in the analyzed literary
discourse, which is understandable given
the correlation of the meanings “age” and
"continuance" (constituting the adverb’s
semantics), with the same category of time.

The analysis the actualization process
and the meaningful functions of the
conventional implicature indexed by the
adverb still in conjunction with other triggers
of conventional meanings as in (9) allowed
us to make a number of interesting
observations.

(9) She is still regal, still exquisitely
formed, still possessed of her formidable
lunar radiance, but she is suddenly no
longer beautiful [5, p. 33].

In particular, in the above text snippet,
the adverb still triggers the conventional
implicature, based on two components of
the adverb’s meaning: "so far" and
"regardless of the fact that / even if".
Therefore, the adverb is a modifier of the
age descriptor “she looks good”, adding the
interrelated additional meanings "so far"
and "despite what was / will be said about
her appearance”.

In the analyzed snippet, we identiied
another trigger of conventional implicature
— the advervial modifier “suddenly”, which
modifies the age descriptor "no longer
beautiful* by the conventional (i.e,
associated with the semantics of modifier)
meaning "the unexpected and therefore the
dramatic age changes".

The set of conventional implicatures,
triggered by age-modifying adverbs, forms a
kind of semantic coherence of the text, based
on the relations of the antithesis: she looks
good despite the age-related changes (triple
repetition of still) — however, unexpected and
dramatic age-related changes are obvious to
her.  Consequently, the  conventional
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implicature of the whole utterance that
integrates several "local" implicit meanings
can be inferred as follows: it is hard for her to
put up with the fact that she is getting older.

A model with conventional implicatures
can be schematically represented as follows:

3 Conlmpl (VD-appearance) # Conimpl
(VD-appearance).

In the stylistic framework the semantic
and  syntactic  distribution of the
conventional implicatures’ triggers provide
here the stylistic device of gradation — the
change of climax by retardation
(anticlimax), which conveys the narrator’s
feeling: the discouraging fact of an
unexpected aging of the wife is replaced by
the temporary emotional uplift (three time
repetition of the “optimistic” still) which, in
turn, is followed by the emotional stress
release and reconciliation with the obvious.

Applying to the semantic analysis of
this fragment the terminology of syntactic
stylistics, it is possible, in our opinion, to
eguate the location of meanings, marked by
conventional implicatures and their
actualizing devices, with framing or ring
repetition — with a repetition of the same
implicit meaning at the beginning and at the
end of the fragment.
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KOHBEHUIAHI IMNNIKATYPU B AHTTIOMOBHOMY XYAOXHbOMY OUCKYPCI:
TPUTEPU | NPOLIEC IHPEPEHLII
A. B. Noxap

AHOmMauiss. Y cmammi euceimmroembcs mpuaepu KOHBEHUIUHOI iMrnikamypu, w0
Crie8iOHOCHI 3 OMUCOM B8IKOBUX 3Ha4YeHb 8 aH2/IOMOBHOMY XyOOXHbOMY OucKypci. Mema
cmammi — 8USIBNTIeHHSI KOHBEHUIUHUX iMrslikamyp, MapKogaHuX rpucslieHUKamMu 4Hacy,
30amHumu  MOOuiKyeamu ornucaHi MEeKCmMOM 8iKo8i 3Ha4yeHHs. [nsa OoCseHeHHs
rnocmaersieHoi Memu sukopucmosysarnacsi Hu3ka memodie: [paticiaHCbKa i Heo-gpalciaHCbKa
IHbepeHuyitiHa npazmamuka Ofid  8UNTYYEeHHS  KOHBHUIUHUX  iMrifiikamyp, MapKogaHux
npucnieHUKamu 4acy; ¢bopmaribHO-byHKUiUHa rpazmamuka 0nsi ideHmudgbikayii KOH8eHUIUHO
8bydogaHUX rpasMamuyHUX 3Ha4YeHb, a@ MakoX efieMeHmu cmusnicmu4yHoao |
KOHmMeKcmyarsbHO-iHmeprnpemauitiHo20 aHarnidy XyO0XHb020 meKcmy.

OcHoeHi pe3ynbmamu 00ChniOxeHHsI cmocytombcs  iOeHmudbikauii  Haubinbw
yacmomHux adeepbianbHUXx mMoougikamopie, Wo € mpuaepamu KOHBEHUIUHUX iMrikamyp y
Hapauissx, O0omu4yHux 00 MO3Ha4YeHHs1 8IiKy y aHellOMOBHOMY XyOOXHbOMY OUCKYPCI.
I0eHmucgbikosaHi mpuzepu ekrroHaroms rpucrieHuku dacy still, just, suddenly i recently, ski
akmyarni3yromb  KOHBEHUiIUHI iMAfikamypu 3ae0siku HasieHocmi 8 IXHil cemMaHmuui
rpecyno3uyitiHo2o KOMIMOHEeHMY «MPOMsHKHICMb Y Yaci», WO KOpesloe 3 8iKosUMU cemMamu.
HaduyacmomHiwum mapkepom «86y008aHO20» KOHBEHUIUHO20 3Ha4yeHHS € rnpucnigHuk still
yepe3 HasigHicmb 8 U020 ceMaHMUYHIl cmpyKmypi ceMaHmu4yHux KomroHeHmie "so far" i
"even if”.

KoHeeHUuitHi imrinikamypu, noe’sa3aHi i3 3Ha4eHHSIMU iKY, 3a3eudal MoOUiKytomb 8iKo8i
OecKpurnmopu 308HILUHOCMI (iMMATikamypor «8 makomy eiyi fodu 3a3zeudal mak dobpe He
guensifaromb») | nNo8ediHKU (iMrnikamypor «8 makomy eiui odu 3a3eudal mak He
nosodsimecsi»). Habazcamo mMeHwW 4acmomHUMU € KOHBEHUIUHI iMrnikamypu, acouiliosaHi 3
I3UYHUM camornodymmsM i 8i04ymmsmu, XxapakmepHUMU Orisi Ie8HO20 BIKY.

lMepcnekmueoro nodanbwux OOCHIOXEeHb € BUBYEHHSI mpu2epi8 KOHBEHUIUHUX
imrinikamyp y Oiario2iYHOMY MOBIIEHHI NepCoHaxie aH2rIoMO8HO20 XyO0XHb020 OUCKYPCY.

Knro4doei crioea: koHeeHuiliHa iMrnikamypa, 6iKogi 3Ha4YeHHsl, [PUCIIBHUKU 4acy,
npazmamuy4Hul, XyAoxHil OUCKypcC.
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