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Abstract. The article deals with a problem of gender mainstreaming in the journalist
training process. New journalism, free of gender stereotypes, has to begin with the training of
journalists free of gender stereotypes. One of the gender mainstreaming methods is gender
awareness raising, aimed at increasing general gender sensitivity and improving knowledge of
gender equality. The purpose of the article is to analyse the ways of rising gender awareness
in the domestic system of journalism education. In Ukraine, the introduction of a gender
perspective into education is gaining momentum. The results of an empirical study on gender
awareness of first and second-year students of specialty “Journalism” (Faculty of Humanities
and Pedagogy, National University of Life and Environmental Sciences of Ukraine) are given.
The results of the student survey revealed the insufficient understanding of gender issues and
the rigidity of gender-based images of men and women, indicating a need for raising gender
awareness among students. It would be possible with mainstreaming of a gender perspective
into journalism education at the institutional level, integrating special courses or modules on
gender in journalist training programs.

Keywords: gender mainstreaming, gender perspective, gender awareness, journalism
education.

Introduction. As defined in the UN environments more gender-sensitive and
Economic and Social Council Resolution, gender-responsive” [9, p. 26]. Today
mainstreaming of gender perspective is “the serious commitment is to be expected from
process of assessing the implications for educational institutions, so as to provide a
women and men of any planned action, next generation of professionals with the
including legislation, policies or programmes, knowledge and understanding that will
in all areas and at all levels. It is a strategy for make a difference.
making women’s as well as men’s concerns This point of view is underpinned by a
and experiences an integral dimension of the conviction that “professional journalistic
design, implementation, monitoring and standards are essential to bring out the
evaluation of policies and programmes in all potential of media systems to foster demo-
political, economic and societal spheres so cracy, dialogue, sustainable development and
that women and men benefit equally and gender equality” [11, p. 1].
inequality is not perpetuated. The ultimate However, as M. Geertsema-Sligh notes,
goal is to achieve gender equality” [11]. in a time of swift technological changes in the

According to UNESCO experts, news media, much of journalism education is
“education is at the core of any attempt to focused on preparing students for careers in a
foster gender equality as an integrated new media landscape instead of focusing on
component of the whole 2030 Agenda, so gender or other diversity issues. Good
as to make young women and men aware, journalism is inclusive and offers a variety of
capable of identifying unequal practices, perspectives [8]. And it seems that the place
and adequately equipped to contribute to to start changing the news industry is by
making their future professions and working changing journalism education.
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Recent researches and publications.
According to researchers, journalism and
its relationship to gender can be
investigated systematically as a
multidimensional object [10]. In Ukraine, the
problems of gender equality are studied by
T. Galaida, |. Goyan, S. Storozhuk,
O. Uvarova, O. Yarosh, gender stereotypes in
the language of the media are explored by
Yu. Honchar, N. Kostrytsia, T. Kravets,
M. Majerchyk, T. Martsenyuk, L. Matsko,
O. Plakhotnik, O. Prykhodko, Ja. Puzyrenko,
O. Sinchak, O. Slinchuk, C. Shturkhetsky and
others. However, the problem of introduction
gender perspective into domestic journalism
education and training gender-competent
journalists remain insufficiently developed.

The purpose of the article is to analyse
the ways of rising gender awareness in the
domestic system of journalism education.

Methods. @ Among methods and
techniques of audience research with gender
perspective recommended are quantitative
techniques (surveys, audience measure-
ments, studies of digital media etc.) and
gualitative ones (interviews, focus and
discussion group, participatory observation
etc.) [9, p. 76]. Such methods as survey,
analysis of scientific sources, generalization
and systematization were used in this
research.

Results. V. Shynkaruk notes that in the
context of Ukraine's integration into the world
community, society's need for highly qualified
journalists with high humanitarian culture and
special knowledge, creative thinking, motiva-
ted for sustainable professional development,
able to correctly and objectively handle and
interpret information increases [4, p. 117]. Itis
very important to understand that journalism,
free of gender stereotypes, has to begin with
the training of journalists, free of gender
stereotypes. It is necessary to start forming a
clearer understanding of the gender issues
and the importance of the role of the media in
their solution to journalists of tomorrow [3].

As emphasized by M. Geertsema-Sligh,
one of the most cutting edge ways to include
gender into journalism itself and into
journalism education is the approach of
gender mainstreaming. The challenge is to
integrate gender awareness training into all

types and aspects of media training. In fact, in
most parts of the world gender mainstreaming
is not required and remains unknown in
journalism education [8].

UNITWIN highlights “the necessity to
mainstream — at the institutional level of
universities, faculties, departments and formal
degrees — the notion that a course on gender,
media and ICTs must be an integral part of
media, communication and journalism
programs. More broadly, mainstreaming
gender awareness across the university
ensures new educational gender-sensitive
modules are made within a context that
guarantees sustainability and institutional
support” [9, p. 30].

Therefore, in 2013, a new course
“Journalism and Gender” was included into
the UNESCO Model curricula for journalism
education [5]. According to the authors, this
course is about how strategic gender analysis
can be enlisted in journalistic production. It
describes and analyses how gender
inequalites are culturally produced, and
reproduced by media organizations, providing
an opportunity for students to critically
interrogate and challenge their own
stereotypical assumptions [7, p. 129].

Today gender is a live issue in media
topics [1; 6]. In Ukraine, the introduction of a
gender perspective into journalistic education
is gaining momentum. In 2015, Ukraine
launched the Project “Gender Mainstreaming
in Higher Educational Institutions of Ukraine”,
in which 16 universities from 6 different
regions of the country are involved. The main
objective of this project is to promote the
achievement of gender equality and the
implementation of gender-sensitive
approaches in Ukrainian universities through a
gender audit procedure.

In  Ukraine, 73 higher educational
institutions train journalists, including the
National University  of Life  and
Environmental  Sciences of  Ukraine
(NULES). One of the important initial
stages of a gender audit is to determine the
level of gender awareness. In 2019 we
conducted a primary study among students
of Faculty of Humanities and Pedagogy
(specialty “Journalism”), based one of the
methods proposed in the “Gender Media
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Practices: A Manual on Gender Equality
and Non-Discrimination for Students of
Higher Educational Institutions” [2].

The topic “Truth about gender in Ukraine’.
At the first stage, 46 first and second-year
students (20 male and 26 female) participated
in the survey “What do we know about
gender: myths and facts”. Participants were
asked to express their agreement or
disagreement with 7 statements using
responses “Agree”, “Disagree”, “Don’t know”:

1. Gender focuses on women's issues. In
fact, gender is equally oriented to all people,
regardless of belonging to gender. However,
68% of male students and 56% of female
students agree with this statement.

2. Only feminists are engaged in gender.
The global movement for gender equality is
represented by the community, regardless of
belonging to gender. More than half of male
students (52%) consider gender a feminist
affair compared to 39% of female.

3. Ukrainian women are well-respected
and without gender. But the attitude towards
Ukrainian women is restricted by their specific
roles (mother, wife) and is mainly declarative.
This statement caused the widest gap in
opinions among the respondents. 87% of
male students believe that the status of
Ukrainian women is quite decent and only 5%
of female students agree with them.

4. Gender in Ukraine is beneficial only

to America and Europe. Just over half of all
students (54% of male students and 50% of
female students) were skeptical about this
statement and believe that Ukrainians
themselves agree or disagree with the
proposals and ideas which come from
abroad.

5. Gender supports unnatural acts and
encroaches on our spirituality. Gender is
not relevant to unnatural acts and doesn’t
negate the principles of humanism and
human rights. 65% of male students and
50% of female students have questioned
this statement.

6. Gender makes women unfeminine,
and men unmasculine.  Gender
stereotypes contribute to maintaining
gender inequality. Students opinions on this
issue are rather similar: 72% of male
students and 70% of female students
disagree with that.

7. Gender is something very specific.
Actually, gender could be applied to all
areas of life — everywhere, where there is a
separation between men and women, there
is a gender. This statement -creates
confusion for the respondents: 7% of male
students and 14% of female students
response “Don’t know”, 60% of male
students and 49% of female students have
guestioned the universal character of
gender issues.

Table 1

The results of the survey “What do we know about gender: myths and facts”
of first- and second-year students, NULES of Ukraine (%)

Statement Agree Disagree Don’t know
male female male female | male female

1. Gender focuses on women's issues. 68 56 28 37 4 7
2. Only feminists are engaged in gender. 52 39 43 52 5 9
3. Ukrainian women are well-respected and 87 5 13 95 0 0
without gender.
4. Gender in Ukraine is beneficial only to 42 38 54 50 4 12
America and Europe.
5. Gender supports unnatural acts and 27 30 65 60 8 10
encroaches on our spirituality.
6. Gender makes women unfeminine, and 28 25 72 70 0 5
men — unmasculine.
7. Gender is something very specific. 60 49 33 37 7 14

Conclusion and Prospects. The survey
results showed that the majority of first- and
second-year students do not have a clear

understanding of gender issues. On the one
hand, female students are more frequency
uncertain in their answers (this is evidenced
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by responses “Don’t know”), on the other, they
are more aware of the gender problems than
male students.

In the second stage, the training seminars
were held for students of these groups. 4
teachers (1 male and 3 female) were involved
in work. Purpose: to promote awareness
among participants about a large number of
myths about gender issues and risks of
ignoring the gender problems in Ukraine, to
provide information for the debunking of such
myths. Participants were invited to comment
responses, argue and illustrate their points of
view. This form of constructive discussion has
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YPAXYBAHHSA TrEHOEPHOI MEPCMEKTUBU B XXYPHATICTCBKIA OCBITI
O. 0. bananaeBa

AHomauiss. Cmamms npucesiyeHa npobremi iHmezpauii 2eHOepHOI nepcrekmusu 00
npouecy nideaomosKku XXypHasnicmie. Hoea XXypHanicmuka, eifbHa 8i0 2eHOepHUX
cmepeomurniig, MOBUHHA MOYUHAMUCS 3 Hae4YaHHs XypHaricmis, 8irlbHUX 8i0 2eHOepHUX
cmepeomurnig. OOHUM i3 mMemodig 2eHOepHO20 MeUHCMPUMIH2Y € Mi08UWEHHSI 2eHOepHOI
obizHaHocmi, cripsmMosaHe Ha 36inbWeHHs1 2eHOepHoIi Yyymnueocmi ma 600CKOHasneHHs U
noanubrneHHs1 3HaHb po 2eHOepHy pieHicmb. Memor cmammi € rpoaHaniayeamu wrisxu
nidsuweHHs1 2eHOepHoi obizHaHOCMI 'y 8iMYuU3HSHIU cucmeMi XypHaricmcbkoi oceimu. B
YKpaiHi enpoeadxeHHsi 2eHOepHOI nepcriekmusu & oceimy Habupae memn. HasedeHO
pe3yrnbmamu emmnipu4Ho20 A0CiOKeHHsT w000 aeHOepHOoi 0bisHaHOCMi cmydeHmig nepuio2o
ma Opyz2oeo Kypcie cneyianbHocmi  «)KypHanicmuka»  e2ymaHimapHo-rnedaz2oeiyHo20
akynbmemy HauioHanbHo20 yHieepcumemy biopecypcie i npupodokopucmysaHHs YKpaiHu.
Pesynbsmamu onumyeaHHs cmydeHmig eusieusiu HedocmamHbO YimKe pPO3YMIHHS HUMU
2eHOEepHUX MumaHb ma pu2iOHICMb ysereHb PO YOsOo8IKie | XIHOK, WO ceid4ums rpo
HeobxiOHicmb nid8UWEHHS 2eHOepHoI 0bi3HaHOCMI ceped cmydeHmi8, WO MOXIUBO WIISIXOM
1ocmyrnogo2o ernpoeadXeHHsT 2eHOepHOI repcriekmusu 00 XypHanicmcbKoi ocgimu Ha
IHcmumyuyitlHoMYy pigHIi, iHmeepauii okpemux Kypcie abo Modyrie i3 2eHOepHUX NMumMaHb y
rnpozpamu nidé2o0mosKuU XypHaricmis.

Knroyoei cnoea: eeHOepHul melHCmMpuMiHe, 2eHOepHa rnepcrnekmusa, 2eHOepHa
obi3HaHicmb, XypHarnicmcbKka ocgima.
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