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Abstract. This article deals with oxymoronic implicatures inferring in the English and Ukrainian
languages from the logical, pragmatic and comparative aspects. Implicature is a key pragmatic element
in the process of communication that shows the differences between what is said from what is meant.
Oxymoronic constructions are a conscious combination of sharply contrasting words, that but in fact
together they convey a new concept. Oxymoronic implicature is the essence of an indirect statement, in
which two or more semantically incompatible concepts are combined, creating a new contradictory
thought.

The methods of formal logics and model creating are used in order to infer oxymoronic
implicatures. The logical operations of implication, negation and conjunction have been applied to infer
implicatures from oxymorons in the English and Ukrainian languages. The logical and pragmatic model of
oxymoronic implicatures can be modeled as conjunction of the antecedent A with the negation of the
antecedent ~A from which we could get the implicit result or the value of the consequent B: (A&~A)—B.
A logical and pragmatic algorithm for oxymoronic implicature inferring which consists of five steps has
been elaborated.

Keywords: implicature, oxymoronic implicature, logical and pragmatic model, logical implication,
conjunction, negation, logical and pragmatic model, implicature inferring.

Introduction. One of the fastest-growing quality, an unexpected expressive effect, a new
areas in linguistics is pragmatics. A key concept, e.g.. pain for pleasure, clearly
guestion in pragmatics research is the confused, only choice, amazingly awful, alone
procedure of inferring implicatures. Implicature together, cruel kindness, kpuxaHa nocMmiwka,
is a vital pragmatic element in the process of OeripecusHa eecersiicmb, 3areksni 0py3i, enepeo,
communication which bridges the gap between 00 musynoeo.
what is literally said and what is intentionally In this article we are going to create a
meant. The logical character of implicatures logical and pragmatic algorithm aimed at
means that implicature presupposes the eliciting oxymoronic implicatures.
information based on logical laws as well as the Recent research and publications.
language capability  and encyclopedic Implicature has been the object of numerous
knowledge of the interpreter [3, p. 39]. linguistic investigations in recent years. Jessica

Oxymoron as a linguistic phenomenon has Rett in her research article Manner implicatures
been known since antiquity: considerations and how to spot them develops a general
about the role, purpose, sources and causes of picture of conversational implicature by looking
its occurrence are found even in the works of beyond scalar implicature to see how the
ancient Greek and Roman philosophers. In phenomenon behaves in a general sense [5].
ancient poetics, an oxymoron is a means of Michael Franke, Leon Bergen explored
creating novelty based on paradoxical poetic grammatically generated implicature readings [2].
thinking, deviation from the norm, an anomaly Nataliia Kravchenko analysed illocution of direct
that makes it possible to distinguish a certain speech acts via conventional implicature and
phenomenon from others, convey an idea more semantic presupposition [4]. Marianna Goltsova
accurately, depict eloquently the polar essence develops a logic and pragmatic algorithm for
of objects and phenomena of objective reality, the inferring euphemistic implicatures and
to impart imagery, emotionality, expressiveness develops a typology of the implicatures in the
to the language. English and Ukrainian languages [3].

An idiosyncrasy of oxymoron is a The purpose of this research is to build a
combination of words contrasting and opposite logic and pragmatic algorithm with the aim of
in their meaning, resulting in a new semantic inferring  oxymoronic implicatures in the
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Ukrainian and English languages.

To reach the objective of the research and
to accomplish its tasks, a number of general
scientific  methods (induction, deduction,
introspection, analysis) are used. Scientific
method of model creating is applied in order to
build logic and pragmatic model of implicature.
Methods of formal logics helped to infer
oxymoronic implicatures. The method of
contrastive analysis is applied to reveal the
uniqgue and similar features of contrasted
languages. Logical and pragmatic model is
chosen as the basis for comparison or tertium
comparationis.

Results. In our article we will try to decode
the intentional meaning of the stylistic device of
oxymoron with the help of the logical operations
of implication, negation and conjunction, thus
combining logical and pragmatic approaches to
implicature.

Oxymoron is afigure of speech pairing two
words together that are opposing or contradictory.
Oxymoron characterizes complexity, internal
contradictory of a person, an object or a concept,
thus enhancing it, for example: only choice; silent

scream; black light; cmix Kpi3b cribo3u; 6e3 Haoii

criodiealicsi; i MOKpe 20pino; nocniwadll rnoeifibHo;
r104YamoK KiHUsT, HEMOXXITUBE MOXITUGO TOLLIO.

Hence, oxymoron is the means of creating
semantic contrast based on opposition and
juxtaposition of meanings, stylistic parameters
of lexical units within one sentence or word
combination.

Oxymoron could be seen in Ukrainian and
English proverbs and sayings, for example: Ha
nbody epiembcs, 3abaxae neveHoi Kpuau, [e
eci kpalymb, mam Hemae 3nodiig, 3umoro
COHUEe Kpi3b nnady cmiembcs, Cnuw, crnuw, a
siono4umu Hikonu, lNputimad marne 3a eesiuke;
The only consistency is inconsistency; Please
all, and you will please none; Silence is the
most powerful scream; Commend a wedded
life, but keep thyself a bachelor; Deaf people
sometimes hear quickly.

In order to explicate the implicit meaning of
the oxymoron we are to delineate the notion of
oxymoronic implicature.

Oxymoronic implicature is the essence of
an indirect statement, in which two or more
diametrically opposed, semantically incompatible
concepts are combined; out of them a new,
complex, to some extent contradictory thought
being developed, which by its meaning occupies a
middle place in a verbal phrase.

In order to decode oxymoronic implicatures in
this study, we use formal-logical methods. Based
on the truth tables for implication, conjunction,

negation, we will make an interpretation of the
probable intentional content of a statement.

The concept of logical implication is
associated with an operation on two logical
values, typically the values of two propositions,
that produces a value of false just in case the
first operand is true and the second operand is
false [1, p. 25]. In the interpretation where 0 =
false and 1= true, the truth table associated
with the statement “A implies B”, symbolized
as A — B, is as follows:

Table 1. Logical implication

A B A— B
1 1 1
1 0 0

1

1

Logical conjunction is an operation on two
logical propositions that produces a value of true if
and only if both of its operands are true [1, p. 25]:

Table 2. Logical conjunction

A B A&B
0 0 0
0 1 0
1 0 0
1 1 1

Negation is a logical operation which
transforms the variable A into the opposite
variable ~A. If A is true, then ~A is false, and
vice versa. In this logical paradigm one
statement is always true (tertium non datur).
Negation is a function of one function A that can
be presented by the following truth table 3.

Table 3. Negation A

~A
0 1
1 0
Let us examine two oxymoronic

expressions of the English and Ukrainian
languages cruel kindness Ta cosio0ka mMyka
and infer the oxymoronic implicatures, using
logical operations of implication, negation and
conjunction.
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First of all, we have to build the algorithm
for interring oxymoronic implicatures which
consists of five steps. The first step is to define
the antecedent, and the consequent of an
oxymoron. The second one is to build a formal
scheme of the oxymoronic expression. The
third stage is to build a logic and pragmatic
model of a oxymoronic implicature. The fourth
stage is to apply the operation of logical
implication and infer an implicature of the
oxymoronic expression. The fifth step is to
check the correctness of the implicature with
the help of a truth table.

I. For the oxymoron cruel kindness, let us
define the variable A as one of the diametrically
opposed concepts of cruel or kind; in this particular
case A will correspond to the concept of cruel, and
kind is its negation (~ A).

Similarly, for the oxymoron, conodka myka the
concept of ‘conodkuli’ will be the antecedent A,
which in its turn has the implicit meaning ‘mod, wo
npuHocums  padicme, dapye wacms’, hence,
‘myka’ will be a negation of A (~ A).

II. Since the oxymoron combines two mutually
exclusive statements, the formal notation is
possible through the conjunction operation A&~A.
Thus, the formal record of oxymoron cruel
kindness and oxymoron conodka Myka is
represented by the conjunction A and ~A (see
Table 4).

Table 4. Formal scheme
of the oxymoronic expression
cruel kindness Ta conodka myka

A ~A A &~A
0 1 0
1 0 0

As we can see from Table 4 above, the
oxymoronic statements cruel kindness and
cornodka myka Will logically be equal to zero, i.e.
explicitly indicate the obvious falsity of these
statements, their implicit meaning will be different,
though, combining sweet, pleasant with unpleasant
and bitter. Obviously, the oxymoron combines
what is supposedly contradictory from the
standpoint of formal logic, but it is due to the
incompatibility of the parts that a new meaning of
the oxymoronic expression is derived. These two
examples show the relationship between logic and
pragmatics, which lies in the fact, that at first glance
everything can be explained by logical laws of
thought, but without linguo-pragmatic interpretation
it is impossible to understand the true, sometimes
hidden meaning of the statement.

lll. The next step is to build a logic and

pragmatic model of an oxymoronic implicature.
The logical and pragmatic model of the oxymoronic
implicatures cruel kindness ma conoOka mMyka can
be presented in the form of conjunction of the
antecedent A with the negation of the antecedent
~A from which we could get the implicit result or
the value of the consequent B: (A&~A)—B.

IV. The fourth stage of our analysis is the
application of logical implication to infer oxymoron
implicature. The real meaning of the oxymoronic
expressions cruel kindness and comodka Myka
could be set by the implication A&~A—B, where
A& ~ A (antecedent) is the concept of cruel
kindness and conodka myka, and B (consequent)
would mean the case when cruelty is necessary for
good and myka brings padicme.

Thus, the oxymoronic expression could be
written using the following operation of formal
logic: "if A&~A, then B" is also verbally
conveyed as follows: "If there is cruel kindness,
then there are cases when cruelty is necessary
for good" and "If there is conodka myka" then
Myka can bring Haconody."

V. In the fifth stage, we systematize these
explanations in the truth table for the implication of
oxymoronic statements cruel kindness and
conodka myka, where we show what meanings the
negation ~A, conjunction A&~A and implication
(A&~A) —B can take, according to those of
variables A and B (see Table. 5).

Table 5. Truth table for oxymoronic
implicatures of expressions
cruel kindness Ta conodka myka

A ~A A&~A B (A&~A)—B
0 1 0 0 1
0 1 0 1 1
1 0 0 0 1
1 0 0 1 1

In Table 5, the variables A and B acquire
two values: true (1) or false (0). The functions
~A and A&~A depend on only one variable A
and in the domain of their definition there are
two meanings {A = 0; 1}. For the implication
(A&~A) —B, which is a function of two
variables, there are four possible variants of its
definition: 1) A=0, B=0; 2) A=0, B=1; 3) A=1,
B=0; 4) A=1, B=1.

We have already noted that, regardless of the
meaning of A (cruelty), the meaning of the
expression A&~A (cruelty combined with the
denial of this concept - kindness) will always be
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equal to zero, and therefore will be a false
statement. This is quite logical, because from a
formal point of view, the concept of cruel
kindness is wrong. However, because by the
laws of mathematical logic any statement
follows from a false one, then the statement
(A&~A)—B will always be true for any meanings
of A and B. Then, regardless of the meaning of
B (the case where cruelty is necessary for
good) expression (A&~A) —B will be true.

Summarizing the above, we can state that the
content of the oxymoronic implicity cruel kindness
could be defined as follows: it is from the
incompatibility of cruelty and kindness that the real
meaning of the oxymoronic statement follows —
that there is a situation where cruelty is necessary
for human good and it must be manifested for true
benefit. The oxymoronic expression coriodka myka,
which according to the truth table is true, indicates
that what is given very hard and even makes you
suffer, eventually is pleasant, "conodkudl", because
usually only what is gained in agony, so to say, and
suffering , we really appreciate.

Using the same logical and pragmatic
algorithm we can analyse other oxymoronic
expressions of the English and Ukrainian
languages: sweet agony, random order, dark
light, definitely maybe, xueuli mpyn, 038iHKa
muwa, cosiodka eipkoma, pabu eoni. The final
aim of this analysis is oxymoronic implicature
inferring.

Conclusion. Decoding implicatures is a
real challenge which requires the ability of using
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NOrIKO-NMPArMATUYHUA ANTOPUTM BMBEJEHHSA1 OKCUMOPOHUX IMNIIKATYP B
AHITIIUCBKINA TA YKPAIHCbKIA

MOBAX

M. T. NonbuoBa
AHOmauis. ¥ cmammi Ha OCHO8I J102iKO-rpazmamu4yHo20 idxo0y OKPECIIEMbBCS MEXaHi3Mm
8uesedeHHs iMrnlikamyp 3 CmusicmuYHoOI ¢hicypu OKCUMOPOHY. [TodaembCcss 8U3HAYEHHS CMUMICMUYHOI
¢bicypu OKCUMOPOHY ma OKCUMOPOHHOI imrnikamypu. OKCUMOPOHHY IiMrslikamypy 6U3Ha4YeHo SK
3HaYeHHS1 HeMNpPsIMO20 BUCII0BIIEHHS, ¥ IKOMY noedHaHo d8a 4Yu binbwe diamempasibHO MPOMUIIEXHUX,
CeMaHmMU4YHO HECYMICHUX MOHSIMb, i3 IKUX YmMBOpoemMbCS HO8a, CKlaOHa, NMeeHO Miporo cyrepedsnusa
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OyMKa, Wo ceoimM 3micmom rocidae cepedHe Micue y Crioe8ecHIl ¢hpasi.

Y Haykosili po3gidui 3 mMOYKU 30py MameMamuyHOI fl02iKU 8U3Ha4YeHO MOHAMMS  iMrsiKauir,
KOHIOHKUiI ma 3anepedyeHHsl. Y mabnuusix icmuHHocmi Onisi iMrnikauii, KOHIoOHKUii ma 3anepeqyeHHsi
rokasaHo, SIKUX 3HayeHb Habysae eucrioenogaHHss A — B npu 3adaHux 3HadyeHHsXx A i B. 3a
0onoMo20t0  yux JsioeiyHUX ornepauyili  3pobrieHO pPO3KOOY8aHHS iMMfiKamyp 8 OKCUMOPOHHUX
sucroenogaHHsx ‘cruel kindness’ ma ‘cornodka myka’.

byno 3anpornoHogaHO asmopCbKull 5102iKo-rpaaMmamuyHuUll aneopumm 8ueedeHHsI OKCUMOPOHHUX
imnnikamyp, wo cknadaemeCs 3 M’Amu rocnidosHUx emarnie. Y Haykoeil po3eidui npu 3icmasneHHi
J102iKo-rpaemamuYHuUX mModesieli OKCUMOPOHHUX iMrislikamyp 8 aHenilcbKili ma yKpaiHCbKil mogax 6yro
8USIBNIEHO, WO Jl02iKo-npasMamuyHi  MoOesni Marmb [30MOPHE hopMasibHE BUPAXXEHHST 8
ropigHO8aHUX Mogax.

Knro4oei crioea: okcuMopoHHa iMrrikamypa, slo2idyHa ornepauisi iMnikauii, no2iko-ripazmamuyHa
MoOesib, aHmeueOeHM, KOHCEKBEHM, 8UBEOEHHS iMITikamypu.
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