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Summary. The article provides a criminological analysis of the current state and trends
of environmental crime in Ukraine as well as identifies the structure of environmental crime.
The article identifies the most common types of environmental crime, including those that
have global and local effect. According to the results of the research, a system of combating
environmental crime is proposed supplementing it with the description and characterization of
its components. An execution of systematic targeted control over the state of the environment
combined with a prevention of environmental crimes by the state, society and individual
citizens will become a counterbalance to the destructive attitude towards the environment
and, accordingly, the basis for life safety in the ecosystem.
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Introduction.

Today, the processes of transforma-
tion in different spheres of public life
as well as the demand for a sound ap-
proach to sustainable development have
increased the priority of environmental
protection. Thus, it requires the coun-
try, society and citizens to demonstrate a
careful and responsible attitude towards
the environment and take action to com-
bat environmental crimes. Scientific and
technological progress and increasing
economic activity have lead to an in-
crease in anthropogenic pressure on the
environment that causes environmental
pollution, particularly water resources
and atmospheric air, decreases the size of
forested areas and fertile lands, eliminates
certain species of plants and animals, and
as a consequence created a disbalance in
the environment (Deineha, 2019). For a
long time the economic development of
the country have been accompanied by
a heavy exploitation of natural resourc-
es and a low priority of environmental
issues, which in the conditions of in-
tensive impact on the ecosystem of in-
dustrial sites actualizes the problems of
environmental protection. Reformation
of agriculture, modification of forms of
ownership, reorganization of business
entities, unwillingness of business lead-
ers and entrepreneurs to incur additional
costs for taking environmental protection
measures as well as deliberate violation
of environmental legislation are among
the major factors that have lead to an in-
crease in the number of socially danger-
ous activities against the environment.
Improvement of the mechanism for the
implementation of environmental re-
sponsibility is an important area of crim-
inal law reform, the application of which
should play a significant role in the fight
against environmental crimes.

Analysis of recent research studies
and publications.

In the legal literature, various as-
pects of the prevention and resistance
to environmental crime (crimes against
the environment) have been touched
upon in the works of famous scientists:
V.1. Andreytseva, A.M. Boyko, A.I. Dol-
govoyi, O.L. Dubovik, S.B. Gavrisha,
V.K. Matviychuk, N.G. Ivanovoyi,
S.I.  Nezhurbidy, N.R.Malyshevoyi,
H. S. Polishchuka, A.M. Pleshakova,
V.M.Radnaeva,B.B. Tangieva, Yu.A.Tur-
lovoyi, M.V. Shulgy, Yu.S. Shem-
shuchenka, V.M. Yermolenka and others.

In the meantime, while recognizing
the importance of the studies conducted
by those authors, further research on the
prevention of a destructive attitude to-
wards the environment as a necessary pre-
condition for life safety in the ecosystem
needs to carried out considering topic’s
actuality. The purpose of the article is to
investigate the criminological and crimi-
nal provisions and principles of counter-
ing environmental crime in Ukraine as
well as to justify proposals aimed at pre-
venting environmental crimes.

Results.

Environmental crime (crimes against
the environment) is a socially dangerous
phenomenon of irrational, destructive
human attitude towards the environment,
manifested as a multiplicity of criminal
incidents against the environment, which
threaten the sustainability of environ-
mental relationships and the integrity of
physical and biological resources.

To what extent will the environment
be balanced, first of which depends on the
extent to which its natural resources are
used, then the relationship of man and so-
cial groups and communities to the envi-
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ronment. In today’s stage of development
of human society characterized by very
rapid progress of science and technology,
the introduction of new technologies, the
use of new and powerful energy sources,
construction of a huge number of industri-
al facilities and expansion of urban areas,
almost impossible to find the environment
in which there is complete balance (Iva-
novi¢, A. & Aleksandar R., 2010).

The Law of Ukraine «On the Funda-
mental Principles (Strategy) of the Pub-
lic Environmental Policy of Ukraine for
the period up to 2030» from February
28, 2019 emphasizes that the sustain-
able environmental use should become
a keynote of this strategy.

It refers to a prioritization of a
non-repressive, humanitarian, preven-
tative course to address environmen-
tal issues. Therefore, every entity with
a protective and preventive functions
must determine the basic criminological
principles of their activities.

In terms of their essential characteris-
tics, environmental crime is in many re-
spects both economic (illegal use of natural
resources), violent (linked to a direct harm
to human health) or mercenary (illegal
hunting, illegal fishing, illegal logging ,
illegal mining etc.) crime. Committing en-
vironmental crimes causes not only mate-
rial harm but also harm to public health. In
Ukraine, this happens through contamina-
tion of water bodies and subsoil by radio-
nuclides, which contributes to a spread of
cancer; poor drinking water causes the dis-
eases of the internal organs, polluted air re-
sults in the diseases of the lungs, consump-
tion of poor food leads to other diseases.

Ecological jurisprudence consists in
a traditional set of actions — bringing to
justice for the illegal deforesting, illegal
hunting and illegal fishing or other aquat-
ic mining and much more rarely for pol-
luting water bodies or atmospheric air.

According to official data, in 2019,
3769 criminal offenses were recorded,
among which 718 persons were granted
reports of suspicion and 648 criminal of-
fenses were issued indictments and sent
to court (Report on Criminal Offenses
for the period 2013-2019). Among the
crimes against the environment, the
crimes of low gravity prevail taking up
55 % of the overall rate, whereas the
crimes of medium gravity constitute 43
% and only a small part of 2 % falls on
the serious crimes. A particular attention
should be paid to the dramatic differ-
ence in the indicator of certain types of
crimes in the overall structure of crimes
against the environment. Those are in-
dicators between recorded proceedings
and the number of proceedings brought
to court with the indictments concern-
ing illegal fishing, animal hunting or
other aquatic mining (Article 249 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine).

Thus, in the general structure of
crimes against the environmental crimes
(according to the recorded criminal pro-
ceedings) a considerable share belongs
to the illegal logging of the forest that
is Article 246 of the Criminal Code of
Ukraine takes up around 52 %; illegal
fishing, animal hunting or other aquatic
mining that is Art. 249 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine takes up 17 %; viola-
tion of the rules of protection or use of
subsoil that is Art. 240 of the Criminal
Code of Ukraine takes up 16 %; pollu-
tion or destruction of lands that is Art.
239 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine
takes up 5 %. Whereas, in terms of the
number of proceedings brought to the
court with the indictments, illegal en-
gagement into fishing, animal hunting or
other aquatic mining industries hold the
first place with 55 %, the illegal logging
of forest is 30 %, violation of the rules
of protection or the use of subsoil is 11
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% and pollution or destruction of land is
only 0.8 %. It is important to note that
a vast majority of individuals who were
granted reports of suspicion and cases
brought to courts with the indictments
were convicted. Thus, as of 2019, 507
persons were convicted of environmen-
tal crimes and 4 persons were acquitted
(Form 6 (annual), 2019). The first three
crimes include: illegal fishing, animal
hunting or other aquatic mining (Art.
249 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine)
— 45 %, illegal logging of forest (Art.
246 of the Criminal Code of Ukraine)
— 32 % and violation of the rules for the
protection or use of subsoil (Art. 240 of
the Criminal Code of Ukraine) is 16 %.

Criminal and judicial statistics show
that the most vulnerable components
of the environment become objects for
criminal activity. In particular, illegal
deforestation is an evidence of a de-
structive attitude to the environment.
Thus, by a verdict of the Starosam-
birsky District Court of Lviv region
of 04.01.2019 a person was convicted
for being in the forest during the night
in August 2017 near the village called
Stream of Starosambirsky district of
Lviv region, violating the procedure of
logging timber, in quarter Ne 6 of section
Ne 1 of Spassky forestry of SE «Staro-
sambirskoye forestry economy», where
regional Verkhny-Dnistrovsky Beskidy
Landscape Park is located that belongs
to the natural reserve fund, intentional-
ly, without a corresponding permission,
made an unauthorized logging of two
dry trees of the pine and fir tree, with
a total cubic mass of 3.47 m3, costing
5656 UAH, 50 cents (The verdict of the
Starosambirsky District Court of Lviv
region, 2019). Another example is from
the Novosanzhar District Court of Pol-
tava Region where on 18 January 2019
a person N. was convicted for having a

direct intent for the illegal logging of
pine trees on the territory of the Zach-
epilovsky Landscape Reserve, which is
a part of a natural reserve fund, using
pre-positioned tools (two-hand metal
saw on a tree), carried out illegal log-
ging of plantations, namely thirteen
damp-growing pine trees, which were
further divided into parts. By commit-
ting such actions, N. caused material
damage to the Novosanzhar Forestry
in a total amount of 11294 UAH (The
verdict of Novosanzhar district court
of Poltava region, 2019). Content anal-
ysis of sentences under Art. 246 of the
Criminal Code of Ukraine, testifies
that, a vast majority of individuals com-
mit crimes during the night. This fact
should be taken into account when de-
signing targeted preventative measures
to ensure a life safety in the ecosystem.

Forestry takes up 15.9 % of the
overall territory of Ukraine. Forests are
unevenly distributed around the territo-
ries of the country, from 3.7 percent in
Zaporizhzhya region to 51.4 percent in
Transcarpathian region. Optimally, ac-
cording to European recommendations
forest cover should be around 20 %,
which requires more than two million
hectares of new forests to be planted.
At the same time, the plantation of new
forests should not be done by foresting
of unique steppe areas.

Also, it is impossible to exclude
such indicator of environmental crime
as its latency (concealment or failure to
detect a certain part of environmental
crimes), the price (the damage it caus-
es, and the expenses on counteracting
it), etc. Besides, official statistics show
only a small proportion of environmen-
tal crimes committed.

The major threat for a biological
diversity is human activity and a de-
struction of natural habitat of flora and
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fauna. There is a devastating decrease
in the area of wetlands, steppe ecosys-
tems, natural forests, which occurs as
a result of land plowing, deforestation
with a subsequent change of lands’ pur-
pose, drainage or watering of territories
as well as industrial, residential and
holiday construction etc. Thus, Veliko-
lepetynskyi District Court of Kherson
region on January 8, 2019 convicted
an individual who around 2 a.m. while
staying in the Bay of the Bulgarian
Beam in the Kakhovka reservoir in the
territory of Velikolepetynskyi district
of the Kherson region, in the southern
part of the beam, where according to
the order Ne 23 of 07 April 2016 the use
and reproduction of water biological
resources and regulation of fisheries in
Kherson Oblast are deliberately mea-
sured by establishing, maintaining and
protecting artificial breeding grounds,
acting deliberately, without the per-
mission prescribed by the law, with the
use of prohibited means of catching — a
72 meter long net, 80 meters long net
and rubber boat «BARK» caught fish:
bream, walleye, silver pole, silver carp.
These actions caused significant dam-
age to the state in the person of the
Department of Conservation, Use and
Reproduction of Water Biological Re-
sources and Fisheries Regulation in the
total amount of 7157 UAH (Verdict of
the Velykolepetskyi District Court of
Kherson Region, 2019).

It should be noted that increasing
risk of ecological crimes mainly ap-
pears due to the anthropogenic pres-
sure on the environment, which in the
circumstances of ecological crisis may
cause significant, often non-renewable,
damage to the vital interests of man,
society and the state, such as a deple-
tion of natural resources; a pollution
of the environment, a loss of a innate

connection between man and nature, a
demise in aesthetic values. Ecological
crisis does not only threaten a dignified
existence of people but also endangers
life in general. As for the state, the envi-
ronmental crisis is related to a reduction
of freedom of political choice, which is
caused by the transboundary nature of
environmental problems; exacerbation
of the ecological situation in different
regions of the world causes social and
political instability, interstate conflicts
and violent confrontations.

A special section of the Criminal Code
of Ukraine contains 22 articles that estab-
lish a responsibility for environmental
crimes (Articles 236-254 of the Crimi-
nal Code of Ukraine). Its main function
is to protect the environment and ensure
environmental safety as a condition of
ensuring life safety in the ecosystem. It is
not a coincidence that one of the tasks en-
shrined in the Art. 1 of the Criminal Code
of Ukraine, is an environmental protec-
tion. This underlines the importance of
the environmental field and the need to
prevent crimes in this area.

The prevention of destructive environ-
mental attitute is inextricably linked to a
determination of criminal, negligent and
indifferent treatment of the environment.

The prevalence of crime in this area
is adversely affected by the unfavorable
socio-economic situation in the country,
which is caused by the economic and fi-
nancial crisis and is accompanied by a
significant decline in production, bank-
ruptcy of enterprises, increased unem-
ployment and poverty.

It is evident that the determinants
of environmental crime are related to
public relations, which determine the
nature, character and process of inter-
action between man and environment
that refers to a process of environmental
management.
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The reasons and conditions for com-
mitting crimes in the field of environ-
mental protection at the individual level
include the following: antisocial views
on the environment among certain cat-
egories of people, the external circum-
stances that have shaped and continue
to shape their views, the presence of
different life situations that after being
combined with particular personalities
of offenders may cause criminal acts.

Preventive measures in the field of
ensuring the life safety in the ecosystem
and combating environmental crime
should be based on the principles of
reality, scientific validity, the combina-
tion of criminological and environmen-
tal knowledge, coordination of political
and legal actions of the authorities at the
different levels, clear and highly profes-
sional cooperation of bodies in the field
of ecology, a conformity with general so-
cial and special criminological measures
for the prevention of environmental
crime within a basic concept of develop-
ment of the world community and state
environmental policy of Ukraine. That is
why the foundation for solving environ-
mental problems in Ukraine should be a
long-term state environmental policy that
combines measures of general legal and
special criminological nature of combat-
ing crimes in the environmental field.

Responding to environmental crime
and harm also entails learning from — or
endeavoring to understand — previous
mistakes and omissions, as well as antic-
ipating future risks and threats. This, in
turn, requires preventing or attempting to
thwart environmental crime and harm be-
fore it occurs (Brisman & South, 2018).

The main directions on ecological
safety of Ukraine according to Andreyt-
sev are a prevention and minimization
of the consequences of emergencies,
taking into account the risk of such situ-

ations. This is especially relevant today
when environmental emergencies occur
very often. It is important to switch to
new sources of raw materials and ener-
gy that allow to reduce an environmen-
tal impact. Besides, matters of a great
importance are a scientific research in
the field of nature protection, a waiver
of those kinds of production that pollute
nature as well as an introduction of new
safe technologies (Andreytsev, 2002).

Law is an effective regulator of a so-
cial development of all social relations,
including those that are designed to pre-
vent crime against the environment. At
the general social level of preventing en-
vironmental crimes those measures play
an important role that are related to an
improvement of technologies of industri-
al production (metallurgical and mining)
of industries that may harmfully affect
environment, rising culture of farming,
modernization of vehicles, introduction
of waste-free technologies, enhancing
the legal and environmental culture of
citizens. Since people observe culture
as a social object, its functional environ-
ment, as well as a regulatory side, will
form social regulators that provide a ba-
sis for social order, which binds society
members, regulates their interaction and
identify ways of interacting and treating
the objects (Kachur, 2019).

Preventive effect has a dualistic
combination of educational and aware-
ness-raising functions of law. They are
expressed in terms of the impact of
criminal, administrative, civil and dis-
ciplinary means on people’s conscious-
ness. Also, they contribute to the forma-
tion of the respect towards the law, the
habit of adhering to its requirements and
responsible attitude to the environment.
The role of law in relation to social life
is also lies in the fact that it normatively
establishes the optimal, appropriate to
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social needs and interests procedure for
the implementation of crime prevention
measures at special-criminological and
individual levels.

It should be noted that it is very im-
portant to constantly raise environmen-
tal and legal awareness at both public
and individual levels. The main potential
of all environmental prevention activi-
ties lies down in this task. This is where
a real possibility of overcoming such
deformation of consciousness as inertia
and stereotypical thinking, incompe-
tence, irresponsibility, protectionism,
careerism etc. arises. Furthermore, the
organization of preventive activities is
impossible without its comprehensive
and high-quality information and per-
sonnel support (external and internal).

The major scientific tasks concern-
ing a prevention of environmental crime
can be conditionally clustered into three
groups: identification and examination
of social phenomenon, processes and
factors that determine the destructive at-
titude towards the environment; investi-
gation of the factors and circumstances
that lead to the formation of destructive
motivation among individuals who com-
mit crimes against the environment; lim-
itation and, if possible, elimination of the
effects of social phenomena, processes
and factors that determine the commis-
sion of crimes against the environment
and minimization of the consequences
of destructive resource management.
Besides, a set of measures for the pre-
vention of environmental crime at the
national and regional levels provides a
basis for life safety in the ecosystem.

Conclusions and prospects.
Summarizing above-stated informa-

tion, it should be noted that scientifical-
ly grounded state environmental policy,

which is combined with raising the level
of environmental education and forma-
tion of public environmental awareness
and responsible attitude to biological re-
sources, will provide proper conditions
for the introduction in peoples’ everyday
lives patters of sustainable consumption
and use of natural resources. An execu-
tion of systematic targeted control over
the state of the environment combined
with a prevention of environmental
crimes by the state, society and individ-
ual citizens will become a counterbal-
ance to the destructive attitude towards
the environment and, accordingly, the
basis for life safety in the ecosystem.
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AHomayisa. Y cmammi 30ilicHeHo KpumiHon02iYHUl aHani3 cy4acHo2o cmaHy i meHoeHyil
eKos102i4HOI 3104UHHOCMI 8 YKpaiHi, 3’AC08AHO CMPYKMypy €Kono02iyHOI 3/104UHHOCMI.
BcmaHoeneHo HalinowupeHiwi 8udu eKono2iyHUX 3704YUHie, AKI rnocaearome HaA 00BKinAA
8 UinomMy, ma 3704UHi8, WO Marome A0KaAbHUl 06°€km nocAzaHHA. 3a pe3ysbmamamu
00CnidneHHA 3anpPornoHOBAHO cucmemy rnpomuoii ekonozivHili 3104UHHOCMI, HAOAHO onuc i

Xxapakmepucmuky ii cknadosux. 30ilicHeHHA cucmeMHo20 AOPecHo20 KOHMPOs 3 CMAHOM

HABKOMAUWHbBO20 MPUPOOHO20 cepedosuuia, 3arnobieaHHA 37104UHAM npomu O008KiAAA 3
60Ky Oepxasu, cycrninbcmea ma OKpemux 2pomadsaH byde nMpomueazoto 0ecmpyKmueHoOMy
cmaessneHH0 00 HaBKOAUWHbL020 NPUPOOHO20 cepedosuwyd, a 8i0nosioHo niorpyHmam 6esnexku

HummeoianeHocmi y ekocucmemi.

Kntoyoei cnosa: demepMiHGHMU 3/104UHHOCMI, 3/04UHU Mpomu 0O08KinnsA, eKosoais,
eKos102i4Ha NoaimuKa, cy0oea cmamucmuKa
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