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This Article is devoted to analysis of buffer zones as the structural elements of the national ecological network of Ukraine. This article is intended to establish judicial characteristics of buffer zones of the ecological network and define their functional characteristics in the structural construction of the ecological network as the single protected territorial system.
The place of buffer zones and their relationship with the other structural elements of the national ecological network have been determined. Buffer zonesperform a protective function regarding the key and connecting territories of the ecological network and play a system building role in the structural construction of the ecological network. It has been justified that buffer zones are a protective tool that allows achieving the goals of preserving valuable species of flora and fauna, unique natural landscapes and protectingecocorridors.

The environmental legislation provides the requirement to obtain prior written consent of the owners and users of land plots to the inclusion of buffer, connecting and recovered territories to the list of territories and objects of the ecological network.Taking into account that within the buffer zones often there are land plots owned by different economic entities, it is importantto indicate the type of restriction “belonging to the buffer zones of the national ecological network”while adding such land plots to the State Land Cadastre.
For the sake of preserving the ecosystem characteristics of buffer zones of the ecological network and the performance of their assigned functions, it is proposed to determine the permissible restriction of economic activity for owners and users of land plots included in the ecological network in the land legislation.Such environmental restrictions of private interests are conditioned by the public interests to the formation and inexhaustible use of all objects and territories of the national ecological network.
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