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World production of honey is 1.5 million tons per year, and the share of Ukraine accounts for 5%. According to FAO, in 2008 Ukraine took first place for the production of honey among European countries (with a gross collection of up to 75 ths. tons). According to the site office, the largest importers of Ukrainian honey by 2014 were Germany – 11.472 ths. tons, USA – 7.807 ths. Tons, Poland – 6.976 ths. tons, Slovakia – 1.823 ths. tons, France – 1.783 ths. tons, Spain – 1.563 ths. tons. Within 5 months of this year Ukraine exceeded the annual quota for export of honey in the EU and increased it to 24 %.
In January-June exports of honey in Ukraine increased by 24 % to 13.4 ths. tons, according to the Ministry of Agriculture and Food. Today, gross annual production of honey is about 70 or more ths. tons. Total people involved in breeding bees and producing honey, about 700 ths. – half percent of our population. The consumption of honey in Ukraine 1.2 kg per year, which is among the highest in the world. Important issues of beekeeping include the following.
Lack of regulatory framework. Few regulatory documentation concerning the quality of all its products and control. There are no approved at the state level of modern technologies of production of biologically active bee products.
Concentration of production in the private sector. In Ukraine there are over 2 ths. honey producers 95 % of Ukrainian honey harvest provide private sector. Industrial strength beekeeping Ukraine today represent such structures: collective agricultural enterprises – 10 %; private households – 33 %; private apiary, farm – 44 %; forestry – 5 %; others – 8 %.
The problem of quality control. To maintain the high quality and competitiveness of beekeeping in enterprises must continually introduce new technologies and at the same time constantly monitor product quality during the production cycle. Among the main problems of evaluation of beekeeping products is the identification and confirmation of botanical origin. For exporters of honey, you must define parameters laid down in the regulations and requirements of the EU. Among them there are some that do not define, our laboratory, it is – the ratio of glucose to fructose.
Uniformity proceeds profit sector. In the world of fixed income brings beekeepers pollination of plants, the income from which is 10 times the income from the sale of honey and other bee products. As a result, one of bees in our country for the beekeeping season can earn $ 10–20, while in the established western market – up to $ 150.
Strengthening the internal market. The consumption of honey in Ukraine annually increases (1.1–1.3 kg per year per capita) and is 60–80 % of the capacity of the domestic market, only is exported 5–15 %, a small proportion returned to the feeding of bees. Every year on the market a growing number of companies offering the products under its own trademarks.
Control of biodiversity honey base. Domestic beekeepers are concerned not only difficult access to the export market or the domestic demand unsatisfactory. Concern is also a tendency to decrease in the honey crop crops Ukraine, in particular – buckwheat sowing. Problem poverty of agricultural land in most cases caused by a violation of crop rotation, as a result, of long-term lease of land. Out of this situation is possible through state regulation of land use legislation.
Preserving and strengthening the educational sector. In modern Ukraine training specialists in beekeeping is carried a number of senior and vocational schools. Among them always stood Department beekeeping them. VA Nestervodskoho at the Faculty of livestock and aquatic biological resources NUBiP Ukraine. She was the only independent department of beekeeping, among the CIS countries and the EU, what attracted the attention of foreigners. Every year in training at the department engaged 300 students and learning different ways. Unfortunately, this year, due to the reconstruction of the University, joined her on the other.
The development of science. Center of science in beekeeping National Scientific Center "Institute of beekeeping them. PI Prokopovich" UAAN. The leading role in the scientific development of the industry belongs to the employees of the Department of beekeeping – V. Polishchuk, V. Brovarsky and their students. They are constantly in the areas of scientific research – breeding and keeping of bees, selection, development and implementation of innovative technologies for the production of biologically active products of beekeeping.
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